The First Sunday of Lent +++ February 21, 2021
We are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. In keeping with the life and
teaching of Jesus Christ, we joyfully and unconditionally welcome all people of any age, gender identity,
race, culture, ability, and sexual orientation into our community of faith and affirm the worth of all
people as unique individuals made in God's image. We are open to the special gifts that each person
brings and invite each to participate in the life of our church.
On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward baptismal immersion in the death
and resurrection of Christ. This year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on five covenants
God makes in the Hebrew Scriptures and to use them as lenses through which to view
baptism. First Peter connects the way God saved Noah’s family in the flood with the way
God saves us through the water of baptism. The baptismal covenant is made with us
individually, but the new life we are given in baptism is for the sake of the whole world.

Please welcome Rev. Robin Coughennower, our guest pastor this week.

GATHERING
PRELUDE: Priere a Notre Dame
Pastorale
A Mountain Spiritual
Just As I Am, Without One Plea

Leon Boellmann
J. Leybach
Maurice C. Whitney
Arr. Dale Wood

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness,
and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
GATHERING HYMN
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE

PRAYER OF THE DAY Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the

chosen, and in the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in
the gift of baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no
power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING: Genesis 9:8-17

Today’s reading is the conclusion to the flood story. Because of human sin, God destroys the earth by flood, saving
only Noah, his family, and the animals on the ark. Yet divine destruction gives way to divine commitment. As in the
first creation, God blesses humanity and establishes a covenant with all creatures.

God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and
your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic
animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11I establish my
covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again
shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make
between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have set my
bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring
clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between
me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to
destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant
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between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the
sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 25:1-10
To you, O LORD,
I lift up my soul.
2
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
3
Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
4
Show me your ways, O LORD,
and teach me your paths.
5
Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
6
Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
7
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.
8
You are gracious and upright, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
9
You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.
10
All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.

1

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:18-22

As God acted through Christ’s suffering and death to bring us to God, so God acts through baptism to save us from
a sinful existence. This spiritual cleansing marks our new life in Christ.

Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to
God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and made a
proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in
the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved
through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the
body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has
gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to
him.
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The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Mark 1:9-15
The Gospel according to the 1st chapter of Mark
Glory to you, O Lord.

The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by Satan so that he might proclaim
the good news of God’s reign.

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as
he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove
on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
12
And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness forty days,
tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.
14
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good
news.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ
9

SERMON

Rev. Robin Coughennower

HYMN OF THE DAY
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to
the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

C: And also with you.

As we share the peace today – and you do so in your home – You are invited you to contact a fellow member by
phone, email or letter. You can do that today or any time during the week. Pick someone from the church directory.
We could email each other or call each other during this time when we cannot meet. Then each week select another
person to contact. Try to make it someone you don’t really know and get acquainted with them. Always be sure to
leave your address, email, and phone number on your message in case they do not have a directory. Talk to people
you know and get the names and addresses of those who might not have directories and try to contact them. By the
time we meet again we will have made many new friends.

OFFERING HYMN
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PRAYER
O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words of
your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world
to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor
and glory forever.
Amen.
MEAL

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it
to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
(At this time for those who choose, you may commune yourself or those worshipping with you by saying
the words, “the body of Christ, given for you.” And, “the blood of Christ, shed for you.”)
SENDING
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look
upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
POSTLUDE
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Thanks be to God.
“Finale to Sixth Sonata”
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