
Lenten Wednesday Service +++ March 3, 2021 
 

We are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. In keeping with the life and 
teaching of Jesus Christ, we joyfully and unconditionally welcome all people of any age, gender identity, 
race, culture, ability, and sexual orientation into our community of faith and affirm the worth of all 
people as unique individuals made in God's image. We are open to the special gifts that each person 
brings and invite each to participate in the life of our church.  
 

 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE:   I Love You, Lord      arr. Fred Bock 
       Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God    arr. Fred Bock 
       David of the White Rock     arr. Lorie Line 
       Bethlehem…Galilee…Gethsemane    arr. Fred Bock 
       Lamb of Glory      arr. Ellen Banks Elwell 

       
       

   
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 
who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for 
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, 
and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Most merciful God,  
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with 
Christ. By grace we have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. Almighty God 
strengthen us with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in our hearts through faith. 

Amen. 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 

 

 



KYRIE 
 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act 
courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that 
comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 

WORD 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Jeremiah 30:12-22 

 12For thus says the LORD: 
 Your hurt is incurable, 
 your wound is grievous. 
 13There is no one to uphold your cause, 
 no medicine for your wound, 
 no healing for you. 
 14All your lovers have forgotten you; 
 they care nothing for you; 
 for I have dealt you the blow of an enemy, 
 the punishment of a merciless foe, 
 because your guilt is great, 
 because your sins are so numerous. 
 15Why do you cry out over your hurt? 
 Your pain is incurable. 
 Because your guilt is great, 



 because your sins are so numerous, 
 I have done these things to you. 
 16Therefore all who devour you shall be devoured, 
 and all your foes, everyone of them, shall go into captivity; 
 those who plunder you shall be plundered, 
 and all who prey on you I will make a prey. 
 17For I will restore health to you, 
 and your wounds I will heal, 
says the LORD, 
 because they have called you an outcast: 
 "It is Zion; no one cares for her!" 
 18Thus says the LORD: 
 I am going to restore the fortunes of the tents of Jacob, 
 and have compassion on his dwellings; 
 the city shall be rebuilt upon its mound, 
 and the citadel set on its rightful site. 
 19Out of them shall come thanksgiving, 
 and the sound of merrymakers. 
 I will make them many, and they shall not be few; 
 I will make them honored, and they shall not be disdained. 
 20Their children shall be as of old, 
 their congregation shall be established before me; 
 and I will punish all who oppress them. 
 21Their prince shall be one of their own, 
 their ruler shall come from their midst; 
 I will bring him near, and he shall approach me, 
 for who would otherwise dare to approach me? 
says the LORD. 
 22And you shall be my people, 
 and I will be your God. 
The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM:  Psalm 105:1-11, 37-45 
  1O give thanks to the LORD, call on his name, 
 make known his deeds among the peoples. 
 2Sing to him, sing praises to him; 
 tell of all his wonderful works. 
 3Glory in his holy name; 
 let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 
 4Seek the LORD and his strength; 
 seek his presence continually. 
 5Remember the wonderful works he has done, 
 his miracles, and the judgments he has uttered, 
 6O offspring of his servant Abraham, 
 children of Jacob, his chosen ones. 
 7He is the LORD our God; 
 his judgments are in all the earth. 



 8He is mindful of his covenant forever, 
 of the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations, 
 9the covenant that he made with Abraham, 
 his sworn promise to Isaac, 
 10which he confirmed to Jacob as a statute, 
 to Israel as an everlasting covenant, 
 11saying, "To you I will give the land of Canaan 
 as your portion for an inheritance." 
 37Then he brought Israel out with silver and gold, 
 and there was no one among their tribes who stumbled. 
 38Egypt was glad when they departed, 
 for dread of them had fallen upon it. 
 39He spread a cloud for a covering, 
 and fire to give light by night. 
 40They asked, and he brought quails, 
 and gave them food from heaven in abundance. 
 41He opened the rock, and water gushed out; 
 it flowed through the desert like a river. 
 42For he remembered his holy promise, 
 and Abraham, his servant. 
 43So he brought his people out with joy, 
 his chosen ones with singing. 
 44He gave them the lands of the nations, 
 and they took possession of the wealth of the peoples, 
 45that they might keep his statutes 
 and observe his laws. 
 Praise the LORD!  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
 



GOSPEL:  John 12:36-43 
The Gospel according to the 12th chapter of John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
36While you have the light, believe in the light, so that you may become children of light." 
After Jesus had said this, he departed and hid from them. 37Although he had performed so many signs in 
their presence, they did not believe in him. 38This was to fulfill the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah: 
 "Lord, who has believed our message, 
 and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?" 
39And so they could not believe, because Isaiah also said, 
 40"He has blinded their eyes 
 and hardened their heart, 
 so that they might not look with their eyes, 
 and understand with their heart and turn — 
 and I would heal them." 
41Isaiah said this because he saw his glory and spoke about him. 42Nevertheless many, even of the 
authorities, believed in him. But because of the Pharisees they did not confess it, for fear that they 
would be put out of the synagogue; 43for they loved human glory more than the glory that comes from 
God. 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 



the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father,  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE  
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.            C: And also with you.  
As we share the peace today – and you do so in your home – You are invited you to contact a fellow member by 
phone, email or letter. You can do that today or any time during the week. Pick someone from the church directory. 
We could email each other or call each other during this time when we cannot meet. Then each week select another 
person to contact. Try to make it someone you don’t really know and get acquainted with them. Always be sure to 
leave your address, email, and phone number on your message in case they do not have a directory. Talk to people 
you know and get the names and addresses of those who might not have directories and try to contact them. By the 
time we meet again we will have made many new friends.  
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PRAYER 
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into darkness, 
called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water 
on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O 
God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through the 
cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and 
deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call 
on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and 
glory forever. 
Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
SENDING 

 
BLESSING 
May the God of all grace bless us now and forever. 
Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.         Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE                        “Be Still and Know/ Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”              arr. Carol Tornrquist 
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