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THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST ~ JULY 18, 2021
Pastor Sonja Gerstenberger
No Matter Where You Are On Life’s Journey, You Are Welcome Here!
We are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. In keeping with the life
and teaching of Jesus Christ, we joyfully and unconditionally welcome all people of any age,
gender identity, race, culture, ability, or sexual orientation into our community of faith and
affirm the worth of all people as unique individuals made in God's image. We are open to the
special gifts that each person brings and invite each to participate in the life of our church.

PRELUDE MUSIC
How Firm a Foundation

Joseph Funk/arr. Stan Pethel

WELCOME
❖ Welcome to worship. We are SO glad you are here. If this is your first time
worshipping with us, please reach out and let us know, either in the YouTube
Livestream or by contacting the church office so we can answer any questions and
connect with you. There is a place for you here.
❖ Bathrooms – Down the hall, turn left toward the offices and then take your first right.
❖ We LOVE kids in worship! Should you need to step away, a Nursery is available
down the hall from the bathrooms. We hope to staff our nursery soon, but it is
currently unstaffed.
❖ Covid Precautions – Masks are optional for those who are fully vaccinated. Masks
are required for those who are not vaccinated or have traveled out of state in the last 14
days. If you are ill, please stay at home until your symptoms are gone for at least 48
hours. Social distancing is encouraged but not required.
❖ Bulletins can be recycled in the bins in the narthex with the Green Recycle Labels.
Please do not place anything other than paper in these bins.
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Stand
GATHERING HYMN

ELW 789
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WORD
Sit
THE FIRST LESSON: Jeremiah 23:1-6
1

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says
the LORD. 2Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who
shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you
have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the LORD. 3Then I
myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I
will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will raise up
shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed,
nor shall any be missing, says the LORD.
5

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in
the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by
which he will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM 23
1

The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
2
The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
3
You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
4
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
THE SECOND LESSON: Ephesians 2:11-22
11

Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” by those who are
called “the circumcision”—a physical circumcision made in the flesh by human hands—
12
remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of
Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the
world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood
of Christ. 14For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken
down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. 15He has abolished the law with its
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commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of the
two, thus making peace, 16and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross,
thus putting to death that hostility through it. 17So he came and proclaimed peace to you who
were far off and peace to those who were near; 18for through him both of us have access in one
Spirit to the Father. 19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the
saints and also members of the household of God, 20built upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21In him the whole structure is joined
together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22in whom you also are built together
spiritually into a dwelling place for God.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Stand

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 6th chapter.
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
30

The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. 31He said to
them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.” For many were
coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 32And they went away in the boat to a
deserted place by themselves. 33Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they
hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. 34As he went ashore, he saw a
great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd;
and he began to teach them many things.
53

When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the boat. 54When
they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, 55and rushed about that whole region and
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began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. 56And wherever he went, into
villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and begged him that they might
touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed.
The Gospel of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

SERMON

Pastor Sonja Gerstenberger
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HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW 676
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude: …through your Son Jesus Christ. Amen.
WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

OFFERING
At this time, we offer a portion of what God has first given us for God’s
work in the world through the ministries of St. Andrew’s and it’s
national and global partners through the ELCA. You can give online
at www.standrewsames.org by selecting Give Online (or use the QR
code). Thank you for your continued generous support of the ministries
in and through St. Andrew's Lutheran Church.

OFFERTORY

Lord, Increase Our Faith

12

Orlando Gibbons/arr. Floyd McCoy
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MEAL
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Presider: You are indeed holy, gracious and merciful God, creator of heaven and earth;
everything, everywhere is filled with your glory. We give thanks for the promise you gave our
ancestors, Abraham and Sarah, that through their descendants you would bless the whole family
on earth.
We give thanks for the steadfast love you showed to their offspring:
You delivered them from Egypt,
Bound yourself to them in covenant,
Sent them liberators and prophets,
Brought them home from exile.
When the time had fully come, you kept promise by sending Jesus, born of Mary, who in word
and deed announced your gentle rule of justice and peace. He was obedient unto death, even
death on a cross. We remember how on the night of his betrayal our Lord Jesus took bread and
gave thanks, broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me. After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: this cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering his command that we love one another, his life and death, and his glorious
resurrection and Ascension, we pray for his coming again even as we cry:

Presider: Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that all of your promises may come to us and
your whole creation. Empower us by that same Spirit, to love and forgive that our lives may
anticipate that day when you make all things new.

15

Presider: Gather our prayers with those of the apostles, prophets, martyrs, and all the faithful
who have gone before us, and unite them with the unceasing prayer of the One who lives in us
and in whom we live, Jesus Christ.

Presider: Make us bold, O merciful God, to address you as our Abba as we pray:
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COMMUNION (At this time for those who choose, you may commune yourself or those worshipping
with you by saying the words, “the body of Christ, given for you.” And, “the blood of Christ, shed for
you.”)
Those worshipping in person are invited to come down the center aisle, receive the bread
from Pastor and receive wine or grape juice from the assistants. Please wait to consume
the elements until you receive them both and step to the side.
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SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please email or speak with the presiding pastor before worship each week if you would like to
make an announcement at this time.
BLESSING

POSTLUDE

Bashana
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arr. Daniel Kelley

ANNOUNCEMENTS
New Covid-19 Guidelines for St. Andrew’s
Masks are optional for those who are fully vaccinated. Masks are required for those who are not
vaccinated or have traveled out of state in the last 14 days. If you are ill, please stay at home until
your symptoms are gone for at least 48 hours. Social distancing is encouraged but not required.

Contact Church Office for Pastoral Care Needs
Pastor Sonja will be on vacation July 19-25 and at Lakeside Camp in Okoboji July 25-30. If you
are in need of pastoral care during this time, contact the church office at 515-292-2131 or
office@standrewsames.org.

Coffee, Treats, and Fellowship
Come to Fellowship Hall after worship each Sunday to connect in fellowship with one another and
enjoy coffee and treats. If you have an interest in assisting with Fellowship time or providing treats,
contact the church office at office@standrewsames.org.

In-Person Worship Volunteer Needs
We are delighted to offer in-person worship again. As we express our deep gratitude for the
volunteers who have made livestream worship happen this last year-plus, it will take many more
willing hands and hearts to make in-person worship happen. You are invited to consider how you
may feel led to use your gifts in worship. The following volunteers are currently needed each week:
Assisting Minister, Reader, Greeters, Ushers, Communion Setup, Communion Assistants, Tech. You
can see the volunteer sign up at www.standrewsames.org, or call the church office at 515-292-2131
and Heather will help you sign up.

St. Andrew’s Giving Garden
This is for everyone -- experienced gardeners with garden plots, new gardeners who want help
starting a container garden at home, and for those who don't garden but want to find out how to
support this ministry in other ways. The Giving Garden at St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church supports
Story County Plant A Row For The Hungry. You can get involved by growing extra produce,
harvesting, bringing it to church on Sundays, July 4-September 12, and placing produce in donation
crates at church. Immediately following church, produce will be transported by SALC volunteers to
Reiman Gardens, the Plant a Row for the Hungry collection site. Reiman Gardens/Plant A
Row volunteers will refrigerate and distribute the produce to community organizations.
We still have a few openings for people to help transport produce from the church to Reiman
Gardens in July, August and September. https://standrewsames.org/local-ministries/ Questions?
Contact Janeen Christy at Janeen.christy70@gmail.com.
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~NOTEABLES~
Happy Anniversary to
Jason & Sarah Runyun (July 4th), Marty & Andrea Kemp (July 6th), Joel & Lori Paulson (July
14th), Harold & Lilith Dorr (July 29th).

Happy July Birthday to
Amanda Kress (1st), Abby Frescoln (3rd), Carol Putz (4th), Joel Paulson (9th), Violet Tweed (10th),
Sherri Krumm (13th), Kristine Andersen (16th), Julie Riesselman (16th), Don Boyle (17th), Jeanine
Strodtman (18th), Lori Olson (19th), Kristen Kemp (20th), John McClelland (22nd), Shirley
Parsons (23rd), Megan Riesselman (25th), Fritz Wehrenberg (25th), Cheryl Davis (26th), MaryJune
Cain (28th), Linda Houk (30th), Sara Weyer (30th).

Worship Assistants This Week (7/18/2021)
Assisting Minister – David Putz
Reader – Philip Dixon
Greeters – John & JoAnn Kovar
Ushers – Monica Behning, Randy Sacco
Communion Setup – Mary Johnson
Communion Assistants- Monica Behning, Sarah Buck
Tech – Kris Parsons
Fellowship – Outreach Committee
Worship Assistants Next Week (7/25/2021)
Assisting Minister –
Reader – Jon Christy
Greeters – Laura Frescoln,
Ushers – Al Jergens,
Communion Setup –
Communion Assistants- Laura Frescoln,
Tech – Kris Parsons
Fellowship – Worship & Arts Committee
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~PRAYERS~
Troy Eagen (Sharon Anderson’s son-in-law), John Litzel, Libby Litzel Gull, Mark Ekeren
(brother of Sarah Buck), Jane Ellis, Wayne Thompson (brain tumor), Marilyn (Gene
Pollmann’s sister), Jen Tongay (Sarah Runyan’s sister-in-law), June Lokken (MaryJune Cain’s
aunt), Alice Becher (Stephen Loucks' mother), Marjorie Allison, Sara Ojard (Tom & Sharon
Prochnow's daughter), Gene Takle, Tammy Clarke (Linda Hansen's cousin), Lou Jordan
(Dagmar Frank's cousin), Nancy Owen (Carol Putz's cousin, battling cancer), Susan (Glynn &
Dagmar Frank’s daughter), Roxanne Labandz (niece of Alice Thompson), Pat Fawcett, Helen
Gjerde, the family of Kim Frank (Glynn & Dagmar Frank’s daughter-in-law), John Moran.
For all those suffering from loneliness and grief, addiction and illness-both mental and physical,
poverty and need, war and strife; we pray to the Lord to bless them and give them peace.
We continue to pray for the health and needs of the people in the Ames Community, of Pine
Ridge Reservation, and of the Hedaru Parish in Tanzania and all communities throughout the
world.
Please send any announcements, prayers, or updates to the office at
office@standrewsames.org or call 515-292-2131.
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