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THE 18th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST ~ September 26, 2021 

 

Pastor Sonja Gerstenberger 

 

No Matter Where You Are On Life’s Journey, You Are Welcome Here! 

We are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. In keeping with the life 
and teaching of Jesus Christ, we joyfully and unconditionally welcome all people of any age, 
gender identity, race, culture, ability, or sexual orientation into our community of faith and 
affirm the worth of all people as unique individuals made in God's image. We are open to the 
special gifts that each person brings and invite each to participate in the life of our church. 

 

PRELUDE MUSIC 

Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit                                                             Valerie Coleman 
 

 

WELCOME 

 

❖ Welcome to worship. We are SO glad you are here. If this is your first time 
worshipping with us, please reach out and let us know, either introduce yourself in the 
YouTube Livestream, to an usher, to Pastor Sonja or by contacting the church office 
so we can answer any questions and connect with you.  There is a place for you here. 

 
❖ Bathrooms – Down the hall, turn left toward the offices and then take your first right. 
 
❖ We LOVE kids in worship! Should you need to step away, a Nursery is available 

down the hall from the bathrooms. We hope to staff our nursery soon, but it is 
currently unstaffed. 

 
❖ Covid Precautions – Due to infection rates in Story County, and guidance from the 

CDC, masks and social distancing are required during worship. During fellowship 
hour we request that people stay masked unless seated at their tables eating. 

 
❖ Bulletins can be recycled in the bins in the narthex with the Green Recycle Labels. 

Please do not place anything other than paper in these bins. 
 
 Please join us for coffee, snacks, & fellowship after worship in the Fellowship Hall. 
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GATHERING 

Stand 

GATHERING HYMN                                                ELW 636 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose teaching is life, 
whose presence is sure, 
and whose love is endless. 

C: Amen. 
 
P:   Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P:  God our comforter: 
C:  like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 

We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 
Free us from our sin, gracious God. 
Listen when we call out to you for help. 
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
Amen. 

 
P:  All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 
Amen. 

 
 
GREETING 
 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.          
C:  And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
Assisting Minister: 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P:  Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with you. Give us a 

share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear the name of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
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CHOIR ANTHEM                “Will You Come and Follow Me”                     arr. Tom Trenney 
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Sit 

WORD 

 
FIRST READING: Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 
 

4The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and 
said, “If only we had meat to eat! 5We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for 
nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; 6but now our 
strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at.” 
 
  10Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the entrances of 
their tents. Then the LORD became very angry, and Moses was displeased. 11So Moses 
said to the LORD, “Why have you treated your servant so badly? Why have I not found 
favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of all this people on me? 12Did I conceive all 
this people? Did I give birth to them, that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your 
bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking child, to the land that you promised on oath to their 
ancestors’? 13Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they come weeping to 
me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14I am not able to carry all this people alone, for they 
are too heavy for me. 15If this is the way you are going to treat me, put me to death at 
once—if I have found favor in your sight—and do not let me see my misery.” 
 
  16So the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom 
you know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of 
meeting, and have them take their place there with you.” 
 
  24So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD; and he gathered 
seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent. 25Then the LORD came 
down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and put 
it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they 
did not do so again. 
 
  26Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and 
the spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone out to 
the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. 27And a young man ran and told Moses, 
“Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” 28And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant 
of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” 29But Moses said to 
him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the LORD‘s people were prophets, and 
that the LORD would put his spirit on them!” 
 

R:  The word of the Lord.   C:  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM:  Psalm 19:7-14 
 (Read responsively, congregation - even verses, assisting minister - odd verses.)  

 
 7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; 

  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
 8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; 
  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
 9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; 
  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 
 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 
  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.  
 11By them also is your servant enlightened, 
  and in keeping them there is great reward. 
 12Who can detect one’s own offenses? 
  Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over                         
me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in     
your sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.  
 

 
 
SECOND READING:    James 5:13-20 
 

13Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing 
songs of praise. 14Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church 
and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15The 
prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has 
committed sins will be forgiven. 16Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray 
for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and 
effective. 17Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not 
rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18Then he prayed 
again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. 
 
  19My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought 
back by another, 20you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering 
will save the sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 
 

R:  The word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Stand 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 
GOSPEL:  Mark 9:38-50 
 
P:  The Gospel according to the 9th Chapter of Mark: 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
38John said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and 
we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” 39But Jesus said, “Do not stop 
him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to 
speak evil of me. 40Whoever is not against us is for us. 41For truly I tell you, whoever 
gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means 
lose the reward. 
 
  42“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in 
me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you 
were thrown into the sea. 43If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for 
you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable 
fire. 45And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life 
lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. 47And if your eye causes you to 
stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to 
have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, 48where their worm never dies, and the fire is 
never quenched. 
 
  49“For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, 
how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 
 

P:  The gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sit 
 
SERMON             Pastor Sonja Gerstenberger   
 
Stand 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                ELW 497 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
 A:   Lord, in your mercy, 
 C:    hear our prayer.  
 
 
WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE  
 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always.            
C:  And also with you.  
 
Sit 
 

OFFERING 
At this time, we also offer a portion of what God has first given us for 
God’s work in the world through the ministries of St. Andrew’s and its 
national and global partners through the ELCA. You can give online 
at www.standrewsames.org by selecting Give Online (also QR code). 
Thank you for your continued generous support of the ministries in and 
through St. Andrew's Lutheran Church. 
 
 

OFFERTORY                           Steal Away                                 arr. Ruth L. Zimmerman 
 

Stand 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A:  God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from 
the heavens.  Accept the gifts you have first given us.  Unite them with the offering of our 
lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.standrewsames.org/
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MEAL 
 

Presiding Minister: 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 
P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
P:  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
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Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
C: Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those  
who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P:  All who hunger and thirst, come.  The table is ready. 
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Sit 
 
COMMUNION                        Lamb of God                       Twila Paris/arr. Marianne Kim 
 

Livestream: At this time for those who choose, you may commune yourself or those worshipping 
with you by saying the words, “the body of Christ, given for you.”  And, “the blood of Christ, 
shed for you.” 
 
Those worshipping in person are invited to come down the center aisle, to the front, 
receive the bread and step to the side to receive white wine or red grape juice from the 
assistants. Please wait to consume the elements until you receive them both and step to 
the side. 
 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
A:  Lord of life, 

in the gift of your body and blood 
you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 
bearing witness to the abundance of your love 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 

C:  Amen. 
 
 
 

SENDING 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please email or speak with the presiding pastor before worship each week if you would like to 
make an announcement at this time.  
 
BLESSING 
 
P:   People of God, 

you are Christ’s body, 
bringing new life to a suffering world. 
The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
bless you now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                     ELW 801 

 

 
DISMISSAL 
 
A:  Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
       
POSTLUDE                                  Song of Jubilee                        arr. Floyd McCoy 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com.   Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Take a Leap of Faith! 
Join in ALL AGES Service & Learning Sundays at 9 a.m. 
Sunday School and Adult education have joined forces to become SERVICE + LEARNING! We gather 
each week to share a breakfast meal, learn about a fundamental of faith life, hear about a local, national or 
international service effort, and apply our learning in service in the world! 

This Sunday we will: 

·         Break bread together around the table for BREAKFAST. 
·         WRITE a Covenant together for Service & Learning Time 
·         Most importantly, GROW in relationship with GOD and with ONE ANOTHER in new 

ways. 

We are offering Service and Learning in person and virtually. To join virtually via zoom go 
to: standrewsames.org/ and scroll down to Connect Virtually and select the Service and Learning Zoom 
button. 

 
 
St. Andrew’s Cross Water Bottles, Coffee Mugs, and Decals Available 

Carry the St. Andrew’s cross with you into the world and remember Christ 
goes with you always! Check out the Water bottles ($20), Coffee mugs ($15), 
and Decals ($3) with the St. Andrew’s Cross available for purchase (retail 
cost) on the table by the coffee table in Fellowship Hall and in the Narthex. 
The decals can go on anything!  Purchases are on the honor system: leave 
payment in the envelope, drop off in the church office or place in the offering 
plate with a note in the memo line what item you are purchasing. 

 

New Member Classes October 3, 11, and 17 at 11:45 a.m.  
Pastor Sonja will meet with individuals who want to learn more about the ministries of St. Andrew’s 
Lutheran Church the first three Sundays in October. We will talk about opportunities to get involved and 
get to know others St. Andrew's; current ministries; hopes and dreams for the future; and basics of faith, 
worship, the Bible, and grace from a Lutheran perspective. If you are interested in being included or 
learning more, please contact Pastor Sonja, pastorsonja@standrewsames.org. 
 
  
Giving Garden Seeks Volunteers for Fall Produce Transport 
The St. Andrew’s Giving Garden supporting Story County Plant-A-Row for the Hungry will continue 
collecting produce through October 10.  Volunteers are needed to transport produce to Reiman Gardens 
on Sundays after worship and to assist harvesting produce for an hour each weekend at the Plant-A-Row 
community garden on Maple Street in Ames.  Please sign up here: https://standrewsames.org/local-
ministries/. 

 

http://www.standrewsames.org/
mailto:pastorsonja@standrewsames.org
https://standrewsames.org/local-ministries/
https://standrewsames.org/local-ministries/
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Pine Ridge October Meeting & Donations 
The October Pine Ridge Ministry Team meeting is cancelled and we will be taking donations by 
appointment only.  It is a busy month.  Please contact Kris Parsons 515-231-9318 or Almira Uemura 
5157081617 for appointments. 

 
Edwards School Needs Snacks 
You can bring snacks for Edwards School to St. Andrew’s between 9am-3:30pm weekdays to drop off or 
on Sundays before/after worship.  The kids at Edwards Elementary thank you! 
 
 
Be a worship volunteer!  It’s fun and easy! 
You are invited to consider how you may feel led to use your gifts in worship. The following volunteers 
are currently needed each week: Assisting Minister, Reader, Greeters, Ushers, Communion Setup, 
Communion Servers. You can see the volunteer needs and signup at www.standrewsames.org/worship, or 
call the church office at 515-292-2131 and Heather will help you sign up. 
 
 
Happy Anniversary to 
Glynn & Dagmar Frank (September 3rd), Jim & Judy Denato (September 4th), John & JoAnn Kovar 
(September 4th), Jamie & Julie Riesselman (September 28th). 
 
Happy September Birthday to 
Emily Frescoln (1st), Lucas Gerstenberger (3rd), David Krumm (9th), Al Jergens (10th), Jamie 
Riesselman (11th), Harlan Baker (13th), Glynn Frank (13th), JoAnn Kovar (15th), Jim Denato (17th), J. Ben 
Buck (22nd), Kathryn Baker (25th. 
 
 
Worship Assistants This Week (9/26/2021) 
Assisting Minister – Jennie LeGates 
Reader – Margaret Sherve 
Greeters – Lynnette Jensen, JoAnn Kovar 
Ushers –John Kovar, Don Boyle 
Communion Setup – Kris Miles 
Communion Servers-  
Tech – Bruce Boeke 
Fellowship – Property Committee 
 
Worship Assistants Next Week (10/3/2021) 
Assisting Minister – Janeen Christy 
Reader – Laurie Evans 
Greeters – Don Boyle 
Ushers – 
Communion Setup – Kris & Daniel Andersen 
Communion Servers- Laura Frescoln 
Tech – Kris Parsons 
Fellowship – Pine Ridge & Tanzania Teams 
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~PRAYERS~ 
 
Troy Eagen (Sharon Anderson’s son-in-law), John Litzel, Libby Litzel Gull, Mark Ekeren (brother of 
Sarah Buck), Jane Ellis, Wayne Thompson (brain tumor), Marilyn Saunders (Gene Pollmann’s sister), 
Alice Becher (Stephen Loucks' mother), Marjorie Allison, Gene Takle, Lou Jordan (Dagmar Frank's 
cousin), Nancy Owen (Carol Putz's cousin, battling cancer), Susan (Glynn & Dagmar Frank’s daughter), 
Roxanne Labandz (niece of Alice Thompson), Pat Fawcett, Kolleen Tweed Sogard (daughter of Violet 
& Maynard Tweed), Robert Pollmann (Gene Pollmann’s brother), Harlan Baker, Stuart (cousin of 
Dagmar Frank), Forrest & Joan Dubberke. 
 
For all those suffering from loneliness and grief, addiction and illness-both mental and physical, poverty 
and need, war and strife; we pray to the Lord to bless them and give them peace. 
 
We continue to pray for the health and needs of the people in the Ames Community, of Pine Ridge 
Reservation, and of the Hedaru Parish in Tanzania and all communities throughout the world. 
 
Please send any announcements, prayers, or updates to the office at office@standrewsames.org or 
call 515-292-2131. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor - Rev. Sonja Gerstenberger - pastorsonja@standrewsames.org /(515) 292-2131 or (515) 554-4348/ 
Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday, 11am-2pm 
Office Administrator - Heather Eddy - office@standrewsames.org /(515) 292-2131 /  
Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 3:30pm 
Service & Learning Ministers - Blythe & Kaitlyn Schultz - serviceandlearning@standrewsames.org/ 
(512) 584-3363 
Choir Director - Steve Hoifeldt - shoifeldt@standrewsames.org 
Organist - Sarah Buck - sarahbbuck@yahoo.com  
Accompanist - Connie Sweeney - cmsweeney.mus@gmail.com 
Custodian - Gary Deal - (515) 203-7018(cell)/ gwdeal60@gmail.com 


