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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST ~ October 2, 2022 
 

I will make of you a great nation… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Sonja Gerstenberger 
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No Matter Where You Are on Life’s Journey, There Is a Place for You Here! 
 

We are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. In keeping with the life and teaching of 
Jesus Christ, we joyfully and unconditionally welcome all people of any age, gender identity, race, culture, 
ability, or sexual orientation into our community of faith and affirm the worth of all people as unique 
individuals made in God's image. We are open to the special gifts that each person brings and invite each to 
participate in the life of our church. 

 
 

❖ Welcome to worship. We are SO glad you are here. If this is your first time worshipping with us, 
please reach out and let us know, either introduce yourself in the YouTube Livestream, to an usher, to 
Pastor Sonja or by contacting the church office so we can answer any questions and connect with you. 
There is a place for you here. 
 

❖ Pass the Welcome Folder. Please take the folder on the end of our pew, fill out your information and 
pass them down the pew.  
 

❖ Offering. Offerings may be placed in the offering plate located on the table in the middle of the aisle 
before or at any time during the worship service.  
 

❖ Prayer Requests. Prayer slips are in the back of the Welcome Folder to fill out and drop in the basket 
on the table by the offering plate. Prayer requests will be included during the intercessory prayers. 
 

❖ Bathrooms – Down the hall, turn left toward the offices, and then take your first right. An all-
gender/family bathroom is available on the east side of Fellowship Hall (to the right as you enter from 
the main door). A changing table is available in the all-gender/family bathroom and also in the nursery. 
 

❖ We LOVE kids in worship! Should you need to step away, there is a nursery down the hall from the 
restrooms with a changing table, toys, and comfy seating for parents. 
 

❖ Bulletins can be recycled in the bins in the narthex with the Green Recycle Labels.  
 

❖ Hymns with harmony lines are available in our hymnal (the red books in the shelves in each pew). 
You are welcomed and encouraged to use the hymnals! 
 

 
 
 
 
Helpful Hints for worship today: 

● The instructions to sit or stand are invitations to do so as you are physically able.  
● In the worship liturgy P = Presider, A = Assisting Minister, R = Reader, and C = Congregation. 

The congregation responds/sings any time words are in bold print. The congregation is invited to 
sing all Hymns. 
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PRELUDE         Well Done is the Work of God        Severus Gastorius 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

WELCOME 

Stand 

 

CONFESSION OF FORGIVENESS        

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
 who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our days. 
C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P:  God of Mercy and Forgiveness, 
C: we confess that sin still has a hold on us.  

We have harmed your good creation.  
We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you.  
Turn us in a new direction.  
Show us the path that leads to life.  
Be our refuge and strength on the journey,  
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.  
Amen. 

P: Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole.  
God points the way to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road.  
Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG                 ELW 652 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. 

C: And also with you. 
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KYRIE            ELW p. 165 
Assisting Minister (congregation sings the lines in bold): 
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THIS IS THE FEAST  ELW p. 169 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in faith, strengthen us. When 
we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love our neighbors and serve them for the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

Sit 

CHOIR ANTHEM        From the Apple in the Garden          Roy Hopp 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-9 

R: 1Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the 
 land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name 
 great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will 
 curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  
 4So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old 
 when he departed from Haran. 5 Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot and all the 
 possessions that they had gathered and the persons whom they had acquired in Haran, and they set forth 
 to go to the land of Canaan. When they had come to the land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the 
 land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 Then 
 the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar 
 to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 8 From there he moved on to the hill country on the east of Bethel 
 and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east, and there he built an altar to 
 the Lord and invoked the name of the Lord. 9 And Abram journeyed on by stages toward the Negeb. 

R: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 37:1-9 
(Read responsively, the congregation will read the bold verses.) 

A: 1Do not be provoked by evildoers; do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 
C: 2For they shall soon wither like the grass, and like the green grass fade away. 
A: 3Put your trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and find safe pasture. 
C: 4Take delight in the Lord, who shall give you your heart’s desire.  
A: 5Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust in the Lord, and see what God will do.  
C: 6The Lord will make your vindication as clear as the light and the justice of your case like 
 the noonday sun. 
A: 7Be still before the Lord and wait patiently. Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who 
 succeeds in evil schemes. 
C: 8Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; do not be provoked; it leads only to evil. 
A: 9For evildoers shall be cut off, but those who hope in the Lord shall possess the land.  

Stand 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 

 

 

  
  
GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-35 

P:  The Gospel according to the 18th Chapter of Matthew: 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

P:  15‘If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are 
 alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one 
 or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three 
 witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to 
 listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax-collector. 18Truly I tell you, 
 whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
 heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for 
 you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among  them.’ 
 21Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often 
 should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ 22Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, 
 seventy-seven times. 
 23‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with 
 his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to 
 him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and 
 all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, “Have 
 patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave 
 released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow-
 slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, “Pay what you 
 owe.” 29Then his fellow-slave fell down and pleaded with him, “Have patience with me, and I will pay 
 you.” 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he should pay the debt. 31When his 
 fellow-slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their 
 lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave 
 you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow-slave, as I 
 had mercy on you?” 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he should pay his entire 
 debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not  forgive your brother or 
 sister from your heart.’ 

P: The gospel of the Lord.  
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

SERMON                                        Pastor Sonja Gerstenberger 

Stand 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                                                                             ELW 605 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  
APOSTLE’S CREED 

P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of  
  the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he  
  descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is  
  seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of  
  sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: God of grace, 
C: Hear our prayer 

WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

Sit 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
OFFERING 
At this time, we also offer a portion of what God has first given us for God’s work in the world through 
the ministries of St. Andrew’s and its national and global partners. You may place offerings in the 
offering plate located on the table in the aisle. You can also give online at www.standrewsames.org by 
selecting Give Online (or use this QR code). Thank you for your continued generous support of the 
ministries in and through St. Andrew's Lutheran Church. 

OFFERTORY 

http://www.standrewsames.org/
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OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts a banquet  of 
 blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. 
C: Amen. 

Stand 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

DIALOGUE 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

 P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE                                                                
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
 praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame 
 death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
 with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 
 join their unending hymn: 
 
C: ELW p. 173  
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,  
 heaven and earth are full of your glory.   
 In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,  
 who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,  
 who preached good news to the poor,  
 and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,  
we await his coming in glory.  
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love,  
O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,  
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;  
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C: Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

Sit 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

All are welcome at God’s table. Those worshipping in person are invited to come down the center aisle, to the 
front, receive the bread, and step to the side to receive red wine or white grape juice from the assistants. 
Gluten-free wafers are available in the glass bowl on the table in the front. Please take one and bring it with 
you. If you prefer not to come forward, prepackaged communion elements are available from the ushers. 

P: Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see. 
  
C: ELW p. 174 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
TABLE BLESSING  

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C:  Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the journey. Give us 
 your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C: Amen. 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please email or speak with the presiding pastor before worship each week if you would like to make an 
announcement at this time.  

Stand 

BLESSING 

P: God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and peace. And may the 
 holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and love. 
C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG                          ELW 326 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE       Faith of our Fathers                   arr. Mark Laub 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

~THIS WEEK AT ST. ANDREW’S~  
❖ Sunday, Worship, 10:30 am, Sanctuary and Livestream 
❖ Sunday, Fellowship, 11:30 am, Fellowship Hall 
❖ Sunday, Ren Faire, 3-6 pm, St. Andrew’s Lawn and Parking Lot 
❖ Wednesday, Faith Book Study Meeting, 7 am, Hy-Vee West Market Grille 
❖ Wednesday, Choir, 7 pm, Sanctuary 
❖ Thursday, The Story Zoom, 11 am, Zoom 
❖ Thursday, SALC at Food at First, 5:30-7:30 pm, First Christian Church in Ames 
❖ Thursday, Pine Ridge Donation Time, 6-8 pm, Room 2 at St. Andrew’s 
❖ For a full listing of events, check out the St. Andrew’s calendar at standrewsames.org/calendar/ 

St. Andrew’s 2nd Annual Renaissance Faire is THIS AFTERNOON 
Huzzah! St. Andrew’s will be hosting our FREE Ren Faire TODAY from 3-6 pm. Our annual celebration of all 
things medieval will feature free food (Thanks to Hy-Vee and Fareway!), house-cooked turkey legs and 
pumpkin pasties, a Raising Readers booth, arts and crafts, games for all ages, musicians, singing and dancing, 
and fun goodie bags as you take your leave! Thank you to all of the committees for their continued support and 
hard work to make this an imaginative, enjoyable, and successful event. If you would like to volunteer, please 
talk to Laurie Hoifeldt to pick up a costume. 

Change to Office Hours Beginning September 30 
The Council has approved a slight change in office hours during the week going forward. The new office hours 
are as follows: Monday – Thursday 9 am – 3:30 pm, Friday 9 am – 12 pm.  

Service N Learning October 2, The Story - Chapter 2 “God Builds a Nation” 
This fall, we are expanding our exploration of the Bible, using a resource called The Story, a chronological 
rewriting of the stories from the Bible in narrative form.  

If you ordered a copy, books are now available in the office during office hours or on Sundays at Service N 
Learning or at the table in the narthex after worship. All are welcome to attend weekly sessions Thursdays on 
Zoom at 11 am or Sundays at 9:30 am; no need to register in advance. The following readings will be discussed 
on the Thursday/Sunday of each listed week. 

• Week 4 (October 3-9): Chapter 3 “Joseph: From Slave to Deputy Pharaoh” 
• Week 5 (October 10-16): Chapter 4 “Deliverance” 

Service N Learning Sunday Breakfast 9 am (All breakfasts provide juice, milk, and coffee!)  
Please contact Miriam Moreno at miriam@standrewsames.org with any questions regarding the breakfast or 
with any allergies/food sensitivities if you plan to eat breakfast! We can accommodate most allergies or 
sensitivities if given a heads-up by Friday evening! 

• October 9: Biscuits and Gravy Casserole and Fruit 
• October 16: Homemade Cinnamon Rolls 

Help us Supply Edwards Elementary with Classroom Snacks! 
With the programming year and the school year both in full swing, we are again requesting YOUR help in supplying 
classroom snacks to Edwards Elementary. We are so excited to begin this program again, and request that snacks 
follow these guidelines: No Nuts, No Perishable Items, Little to No Mess! Some of our favorites include granola bars 
(chocolate chip, oat and honey, etc.), cheese-based or other crackers (Cheez-its, Keebler Crackers and Cheese Mini 
Sandwiches, Goldfish, etc.), fruit snacks, and even applesauce (GoGo Squeez is a popular brand at the moment!) 
Please contact the office or Mary Johnson at jsmjohnson36@msn.com with any questions! Donations can be 
dropped off on the Fellowship Hall donations table. 

mailto:jsmjohnson36@msn.com
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Crop Walk is Coming Up October 9 
This year’s Ames Area Cropwalk for Hunger will be held at Brookside Park on October 9. 
Check-in begins at 1 pm with the Walk starting at 1:30 pm. While St. Andrew’s is not currently 
planning on registering a team, participants are welcome to join or start a team of their own or 
to register as an individual! More information is available using the QR code, or contact 
Monica Behning to sign-up or donate! 

Affirmation of Baptism Sunday, October 30 in Worship – Also Reformation Sunday, Wear RED! 
Join us Sunday, October 30 as our three 9th grade students will affirm the promises of their baptism, surrounded 
by their community of faith. Please plan to attend to support these students in this next chapter of their faith life. 
We invite ALL to wear red as we celebrate Confirmation on Reformation Sunday! 

~NOTABLES~ 
Worship Assistants This Week (10/2/2022) 
Assisting Minister – Amanda Kress 
Reader – Jennie LeGates 
Greeter – Linda Hansen 
Ushers – John Kovar 
Communion Setup – Kris Miles 
Communion Servers – Nikki Gerstenberger, Al Jergens 
Tech – Don Behning 
Fellowship – Fellowship 

 
Worship Assistants Next Week (10/9/2022) 
Assisting Minister –  
Reader – Dave Sprau 
Greeter – Rollie Link 
Ushers –  
Communion Setup – Paul and Cheryl White 
Communion Servers – Lynn Miller, Mary Johnson 
Tech – Brent Anderson 
Fellowship – Property 

 

Happy October Anniversary 
Sam and Linda Houk (3), Jennie LeGates and Fritz Wehrenberg (10), Don and Monica Behning (15),  
Kris and Dan Parsons (25), Jon and Janeen Christy (26), Shirley and Philip Parsons (27) 

Happy September Birthday 
Molly Putz (7), Dan Anderson (8), Philip Dixon (8), Helen Gjerde (8), Harold Dorr (9), Lori Paulson (9),  
Sheryl Drury (9), Dean Janssen (10), Solveig Rice (13), Spencer Geisinger (14), Lowell Elwick (18),  
Sharon Prochnow (28), Richard Engen (30) 

~PRAYERS~ 

Phil Parsons, Alice Thompson, Lowell Elwick, John Sherve (relative of Margaret Sherve), Janet Bentley 
(mother of Janet Dixon), Annette (Thompson) Bodnar (niece of Alice Thompson), Anita Whitaker (Mother 
of Sheri Krumm),Troy Eagen (Sharon Anderson’s son-in-law), John Litzel, Libby Litzel Gull, Mark 
Ekeren (brother of Sarah Buck), Jane Ellis, Wayne Thompson (brain tumor), Marilyn Saunders (Gene 
Pollmann’s sister), Alice Becher (Stephen Loucks’ mother), Marjorie Allison, Gene Takle, Lou 
Jordan (Dagmar Frank’s cousin), Nancy Owen (Carol Putz’s cousin, battling cancer), Roxanne 
Labandz (niece of Alice Thompson), Pat Fawcett, Kolleen Tweed Sogard (daughter of Violet & Maynard 
Tweed), Robert Pollmann (Gene Pollmann’s brother), Mike & Kayla Endorf (cousins of Dagmar 
Frank), Joan Dubberke, Diane (Carol Putz’s sister w/long COVID), Lester & Alycia Carlsborg, Ben Buck, 
Stu Endorf (Dagmar Frank’s cousin), James Loritz (nephew of Alice Thompson), Karen Hardy (Rita 
Peterson’s sister), Susan Teas, Douglas John Putz (brother of Dave Putz), the family of June Larrow (Gayle 
Osterberg’s sister), the family of Dick Whitaker (father of Sheri Krumm), the family of Jim Bacino 
(grandfather of Kyra Meyer). 

For all those suffering from loneliness and grief, addiction and illness-both mental and physical, poverty and 
need, war and strife; we pray to the Lord to bless them and give them peace. We continue to pray for the health 
and needs of the people in the Ames Community, the Pine Ridge Reservation, the Hedaru and Agape Parishes 
in Tanzania, and all communities throughout the world. 
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Office Open:  Monday – Thursday 9 am – 3:30 pm, Friday, 9 am – 12 pm 

Pastor – Rev. Sonja Gerstenberger – pastorsonja@standrewsames.org / 515-292-2131 or 515-554-4348 
Office Administrator – Miriam Moreno – office@standrewsames.org / (515) 292-2131 

Events & Communications Manager – Miriam Moreno – miriam@standrewsames.org / 515-451-1478 
Choir Director – Steve Hoifeldt – shoifeldt@standrewsames.org 

Organist – Sarah Buck – sarahbbuck@yahoo.com 
Accompanist – Connie Sweeney – cmsweeney.mus@gmail.com 


