Reformation Sunday +++ October 25, 2020
We are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. In keeping with the life and teaching of Jesus
Christ, we joyfully and unconditionally welcome all people of any age, gender, race, culture, ability, sexual orientation or
gender identity into our community of faith and affirm the worth of all people as unique individuals made in God's image.
We are open to the special gifts that each person brings and invite each to participate in the life of our church.
Jesus’ summary of the law in today’s gospel echoes our first reading from Leviticus. We are called not only
to love God with heart, soul, and mind, but also to love our neighbor as ourselves. It is out of such deep
care that Paul shares the gospel with the Thessalonian community. In the confession of sins, we
acknowledge that we have not loved God, neighbor, and self; yet we gather to hear the word of
forgiveness and to be strengthened by word and meal to be signs of God’s love and mercy in the world.

GATHERING
PRELUDE: The Ash Grove
Lasst uns erfreuen
I Love You, Lord
Thine Own Way
Gabriel’s Oboe (oboe solo)

Welsh Trad./arr. Kelley
Stg. Engebretson
Klein/arr. Larson
J.H. Maunder/arr. McCoy
Ennio Morricone

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from generation
to generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our lives. We place our hope in
ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good
creation for our own benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. We sin in
thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that
we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.
Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, through
whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not
disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

ELW 580

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with
you.

KYRIE

HYMN OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord God, you are the holy lawgiver, you are the salvation of your people. By your Spirit renew us in
your covenant of love, and train us to care tenderly for all our neighbors, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING: Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18

The Holiness Code in Leviticus urges people to be holy because God is holy. Holiness is lived out as God’s people exercise justice and
love in their dealings with one another. We are to love our neighbors as ourselves.

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying:
2
Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them: You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am
holy.
15
You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great: with justice you
shall judge your neighbor. 16You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not profit by the
blood of your neighbor: I am the Lord.
17
You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or you will incur guilt
yourself. 18You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as
yourself: I am the Lord.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
1

PSALM: Psalm 1: (the congregation reads responsively the bold print)
1
Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
2
Their delight is in the law of the LORD,
and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.
3
They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither;
everything they do shall prosper.
4
It is not so with the wicked;
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
5
Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.
6
For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.
SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

Paul uses maternal imagery to depict the caring and nurturing relationship he shares with the Thessalonian Christians. When he first
came to their city it was not to benefit himself but to share the gospel with them, which was his responsibility as an apostle of Christ.

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, 2but though we had already suffered
and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God
in spite of great opposition. 3For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, 4but just as we
have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals,
but to please God who tests our hearts. 5As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery
or with a pretext for greed; 6nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, 7though we might
have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own
children. 8So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also
our own selves, because you have become very dear to us.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
1

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Matthew 22:34-46
The Gospel according to the 22nd Chapter of Matthew:
Glory to you, O Lord.

Put on the spot by the Pharisees, Jesus displays wisdom by summarizing the law of God in just two commandments and by
demonstrating the Messiah must be more than the son of David.

When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 35and one of them, a
lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37He said to him,
“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38This is the
greatest and first commandment. 39And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40On these two
commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”
41
Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: 42“What do you think of the
Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” 43He said to them, “How is it then that David by the
Spirit calls him Lord, saying,
44
‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand,
until I put your enemies under your feet”’?
45
If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” 46No one was able to give him an answer, nor from that day did
anyone dare to ask him any more questions.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ
34

HOMILY

“To Be ‘Faithful, Hopeful, Loving’”

Jeffery Alvestad, Interim Pastor

HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW 720

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

C: And also with you.

As we share the peace today – and you do so in your home – You are invited you to contact a fellow member by phone, email or letter.
You can do that today or any time during the week. Pick someone from the church directory. We could email each other or call each
other during this time when we cannot meet. Then each week select another person to contact. Try to make it someone you don’t really
know and get acquainted with them. Always be sure to leave your address, email, and phone number on your message in case they do
not have a directory. Talk to people you know and get the names and addresses of those who might not have directories and try to
contact them. By the time we meet again we will have made many new friends.

OFFERING HYMN (REPEAT 3 TIMES)

ELW 642

OFFERING PRAYER

MEAL

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us
today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
(At this time for those who choose, you may commune yourself or those worshipping with you by saying the words, “the
body of Christ, given for you.” And, “the blood of Christ, shed for you.”)

SENDING
BLESSING
Jesus said, "Blessed are the peacemakers.” Our culture seeks violence, vengeance and retaliation. As people of faith and
hope pursue peace. Be slow to anger, abounding in love. Be filled with gentleness, grace and kindness. Let the love of
Jesus flow through you to all you meet. Amen.

SENDING HYMN

ELW 661

DISMISSAL
Christ is risen, just as he said. Go in peace. Remember the poor, the ill, those who care for them and those seeking a
vaccine for Covid-19. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

“For the Beauty of the Earth”
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HYMN OF THE WEEK
A Mighty Fortress Is
Our God

Disciples have a trusted relationship with Jesus.

WEEKLY MILESTONES
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.
Sunday

John 8:31-36

The Son makes you free

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Jeremiah 31:31-34
Romans 3:19-28
Deuteronomy 34:1-12
Psalm 90:1-17
Galatians 2:15-21
Psalm 46
Matthew 5:1-12

The new covenant
True righteousness
Moses is buried in Moab
God is eternal
Justified through faith
God is our refuge
The beatitudes

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in
my word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the
truth will make you free.” John 8:31-32 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING
A Prayer for the Week:
Gracious God, keep your faithful people steadfast in your word so that we may receive your
freedom and truth through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God of glory and might, with this gift of food we remember the gift of faith that strengthens
us and renews us daily through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
 Talk or think about what it takes to have a strong, ongoing relationship with a friend.
 What gets in the way of a friendship?
 Talk or think about what it takes to have a strong, ongoing relationship with Jesus.

DEVOTIONS
Read: John 8:31-36.
It is the power of the word that Jesus brings that gives us freedom from sin. That word is first
and foremost Jesus, the Word that became flesh (John 1:14). Christian disciples “continue” or
remain in the freeing and saving word of God. The Gospel of John emphasizes that the follower
of Jesus has an ongoing relationship to him by continuing “in my word” (8:31). To know the
truth that sets one free is more than to know information; it is to live in a relationship to Jesus
through faith. The challenge at the time of the Reformation—and today as well—is for the
church to promote a living relationship with God, a relationship that depends on faith in Jesus,
the Son of God. We experience this relationship through worship, prayer, reading the Bible,
and serving and loving one’s neighbor for the sake of Christ. How do you continue to live each
day as a disciple of Jesus?
Pray: Almighty God, help me to trust in Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord and have life in his
name. Amen.

SERVICE
Martin Luther wrote, “God does not need your good works, but your neighbor does.” An
important theme of the Reformation is that all Christians are called to serve others through
their baptisms. Think about friends and neighbors in your community who may need help or
support in some way. What good works can you do to serve them in Jesus’ name?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS
Martin Luther wrote the words for A Mighty Fortress Is Our God and composed the melody.
This well-known hymn is based on Psalm 46. After reading this psalm once, make a list of words
from it that help you understand God as a mighty fortress. Read Psalm 46 again and pause for a
moment when you read a word from your list. After finishing, say, “Amen.”

A Blessing to Give:
May the Lord bless you with a relationship to God through faith in Christ Jesus. (Romans 3:24 )
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In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org

