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It is especially appropriate we are committing our time, talent and treasure for 2020 this
weekend on All Saints Sunday! All Saints is the festival when we turn our focus to the
role models of faithful discipleship who now enjoy eternal life with God. At St. Andrew’s
we pass by many of their ashes on our way into worship every week!
In anticipation of traveling to visit Candace’s family in Victoria, Texas for a few days after
worship this Sunday, I was reminded how meaningful All Saints was in the first parish I
served from 1984-1987 as an Associate Pastor. And again, twenty years later when I
served another congregation in Texas, and due to the onset of ALS the lead pastor at the
church in Victoria where I had served asked, if I would preach three homilies for friends
who had died over a brief period and were known throughout the region. All Saints was
always an emotional day there because, like at St. Andrew’s, the relationships were
strong and enduring.
On Reformation Sunday I referred to the late Phylllis Tickle’s book, The Great Emergence. Tickle said historically, the church “cleans house” roughly every 500 years, holding what she calls a “giant rummage sale,” deciding what to dispose of and what to keep,
making room for new things. It’s easy to identify the changes of the last 500 years:
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•

Our understanding of science has progressed exponentially, forcing us to reconcile
scientific and religious thought.

•

We are culturally more diverse.

•

We are living longer.

•

Family units take a variety of forms.

•

We are a global community, no longer confined to the boundaries of our physical
neighborhoods.

•

We have access to facts, data, opinions, and information instantly through computers we keep in our pockets.

•

Communication and access to news is immediate, unfiltered and can be accessed to
support our biases rather than question them.

We see how the church has changed in our lifetime. As a child attending a church was the
norm. Today not so much. And yet people who identify as “spiritual but not religious”
are on the rise. God is important, but identifying with a particular religion is not. Tickle
says we are entering a new era of “The Emergent Church,” a religious movement that
crosses denominational boundaries, seeks common ground, engages diverse cultures,
embraces social causes as ways to live out Christ’s call to serve others.
This is the field a call committee will soon begin play. All across the church, not just at St.
Andrew’s, the last 10 years have been a time of anxiety and opportunity. I know many at
St. Andrew’s have fond memories when there were more people in worship. But for
those of us with “new eyes,” St. Andrew’s is a vibrant place of worship and hospitality –
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typified by our friends from Des Moines, Randy and Ann and their daughter, a grad student at ISU. I’ve known Randy since
high school.
Our educations have taken us all over the country. He is now a psychologist. I am a pastor. As I said last Sunday, this humors
each of us to no end! When they had us over for dinner, I made him show me his degrees. They were floored by the worship
and hospitality – and Randy – “Dr. Reynolds” commented, “What a healthy congregation.” He didn’t say perfect. He doesn’t
know how much we need people to step up and serve on ministry teams, but “healthy.” When Pastor Erika Uthe of the Asst.
to the Bishop of our Southeastern Iowa Synod visited us several weeks ago she felt much the same.
As a call committee begins to form, and as you contemplate your 2020 estimate of giving, I ask that that you don’t Just go
through the motions, but that you prayerfully do so --- that your 2020 estimate of giving is reflective of a “healthy” and growing faith!
It continues to be a joy to serve amidst this generous people of God!

Jeffery Alvestad, Interim Pastor
Council Minutes for October
St Andrew’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting
October 19, 2019, 6:15 pm
St. Andrew’s is recognized as a Christian community, celebrating God’s love through serving others, and working
for peace and justice.
Attendance: Al Jergens, Steve Loucks, Kris Parsons, Lori Paulson, Dave Putz, Alice Thompson, Pastor Jeff Alvestad
Call to order: 6:20 pm by Kris
Devotions: Kris
Prayers: by Council
Consent agenda (sent out ahead of time, approved in one vote) – Approved.
Approval/revision of agenda
Approval of previous minutes
Approval of Treasurer’s report – Dave. Currently it appears that we are under budget. End of the year expenses
always remain an unknown. Approved.
Pastor’s Report – briefly discussed several books and enthusiasm for the Stewardship Campaign. Approved.
Youth Director’s report – no report.
Committee updates
EMF – no update memorial checks and withdraw allowed interest for endowment
Social Concerns – 3 rd quarterly benevolences are approved for submission
Stewardship &amp; Finance – sharing messages with congregation and giving cards will be available soon. Need
to have Personnel committee review salaries. Capitol campaign for property –official start in January, finalize
around Easter.
Outreach – no update
Worship &amp; Arts – planning Thanksgiving service and budget
Property – top priorities of 2 boiler system and ventilation system
Pine Ridge/Tanzania – Tanzania team has submitted a request to determine feasibility for catchment system for
another township. Pine Ridge team delivered supplies last month and witnessed harvesting and use of food that
youth provided.

Old business
Call Committee – several people have accepted, but still need member from the congregation and council.
Sound System – Reiman was able to fix speaker, next step is to check cables in the ceiling.
Stewardship Campaign – will be similar to last year’s approach.
New Business
Postcards – Steve. He discussed a flyer that can be completed by visitor and placed in offering tray – no decision
was made.
Closing Prayer: Dave
Meeting adjourned: 7:25 pm
Nov devotions: Steve

One Star Youth Update
What were the youth up to in October?
Youth Group, Confirmation and Guest Speakers
High school youth group and middle school confirmation class have continued meeting each Wednesday and for
Sunday School on Sundays. Our theme for the semester is Matthew 25, seeing Jesus in His least recognizable form.
We've hosted several guest speakers that have taught us about ministries in Ames and the surrounding areas that
serve those in the margins. We have then continued the conversation on these topics and discusses opportunities
we have to help be part of the solution. Look out for opportunities to serve in the near future!
High Schoolers Leading Bible Study
This semester we have challenged our high school youth to lead several of our Sunday bible studies on the gospel
reading. We have been so impressed with them! They continually amaze us with their thoughtfulness and insight.
Center Grove Orchard
We enjoyed a day together at Center Grove Orchard this past month. Fall is a beautiful time in Iowa and we always
love this event!
Out to Lunch with Bethesda
This year, we have continued to invite the Bethesda youth group to join us for our monthly out to lunch event. We
love making connections with our ELCA neighbors.

St. Andrew’s Book Club
Book club will be on Thursday, November 22nd (3rd Thursday because of Thanksgiving).
We are reading, The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane by Lisa See
A moving novel about tradition, tea farming, and the bonds between mothers and daughters. In their remote
mountain village, Li-yan and her family align their lives around the seasons and the farming of tea. For the Akha
people, ensconced in ritual and routine, life goes on as it has for generations--until a stranger appears at the village gate in a jeep, the first automobile any of the villagers has ever seen. Slowly, Li-yan, one of the few educated
girls on her mountain, begins to reject the customs that shaped her early life. As Li-yan comes into herself, leaving her insular village for an education, a business, and city life, her out-of-wedlock born daughter, Haley, is raised
in California by loving adoptive parents. Over the course of years, each searches for meaning in the study of Pu'er,
the tea that has shaped their family's destiny for centuries. A powerful story about circumstances, culture, and
distance, The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane paints an unforgettable portrait of a little known region and its people and celebrates the bond of family.

Meals From the Heartland Packaging Event
Hope Ames would like to invite the St. Andrews congregation to join us in a Meals from the Heartland packaging
event we have scheduled for Saturday November 9 at our new office/mid-week programming space at 3329 Lincoln Way, The Link. There will be two, 60 minute shifts, with the first running from 10:00-11:00 am and the second from 11:15 am-12:15 pm. We also have support roles such as set up and packaging line leaders available.
Here is a link to the online registration for those interested in packaging. We would love to have you join us in
this event! http://community.mealsfromtheheartland.org/site/Calendar?view=Detail&id=101525

PRMT Donation Day for November
Pine Ridge Donation Day for November is being moved from 11/9/2019 to 11/16/2019.

Stewardship Campaign 2020
Building Relationships
The next steps- Know, Show, Grow
One of the fundamental ways we grow in faith is through relationships.
Last year’s stewardship campaign focused on whom we develop relationships
-those with God, within communities of faith, and those outside the Church.
This year we will expand the conversation
-the need for us as Christians to know, show and grow.

(Oct. 13) KNOW. Be still, look and listen for God in the world. Be watchful for when the love and hope of God
can bring comfort and where like-minded people can make a difference.
(Oct. 20) SHOW. If we are to be a light to the world, and bring the good news to all, we must be willing to show up.
(Oct. 27) GROW. Growing in relationship with God, with people we do or don’t know, and taking the strengths
and opportunities of those relationships to spread the good news truly is one of our responsibilities as
believers in Christ.
(Nov. 3) Celebration of Faithful Stewardship (Commitment Sunday)
Come celebrate our commitments of time, talents and pledges with fried chicken lunch after worship.

November Worship Assistants
November 3—All Saints/ Commitment Sunday
Assisting Minister – Mary Johnson
Greeters - Lisa Downs
Ushers – John & Carol Moran, John Kovar
Scripture Reader– Jennie LeGates
Communion Prep – Paul & Cheryl White
Communion Servers – John Kovar, Almira Uemura
Social Time – Fellowship Committee - Fried Chicken
Lunch
Counters – Sarah Buck and Laurie Evans
Sound – Kris Parsons

November 17
Assisting Minister – Amanda Ahrens
Greeters – Sharon Mott
Ushers – John & Carol Moran
Scripture Reader–
Communion Prep – John & Carol Moran
Communion Servers –
Social Time - Pine Ridge & Tanzania Team
Counters - Linda Seaverson and Glynn Frank
Sound – Kris Parsons

November 24
Assisting Minister – Jennie LeGates
November 10
Greeters – Pat Thompson
Assisting Minister – David Putz
Ushers –
Greeters – Jeanine Strodtman
Scripture Reader– Pat Thompson
Ushers – John & Carol Moran
Communion Prep – Kris Miles
Scripture Reader– Sharon Prochnow
Communion Servers – Tom & Sharon Prochnow
Communion Prep – Sharon Prochnow
Social Time - Property Committee
Communion Servers – Sharon Prochnow
Counters - Linda Seaverson and Glynn Frank
Social Time - Stewardship & Finance Committee
Sound – Bruce Boeke
Counters - John & Carol Moran
Sound – Don Behning
November 27 - Thanksgiving Eve
Ushers – John Kovar
Social Time - Pie Fest, please bring a pie if you wish!
Sound – Kris Parsons

All Saints Day Remembrances
November 3 is All Saints Sunday, a time when we remember those who have passed and those who have been
born in the last year. Please submit the names of those you would like remembered who have passed away or
been born in the past 12 months to the office before October 27th to be listed in the All Saints Sunday bulletin
and have a candle lit for them on All Saints Sunday during worship. You can make submissions via email at office@standrewsames.org or to Mary Johnson after worship on Sundays during October. Thank you.

NOVEMBER CELEBRATIONS
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU!
11/1 - Brenda Anderson
11/2 – Gayle Osterberg
11/3 - Sharon Anderson, McKenzie Geisinger
11/4 - Ruth Shreve
11/6 - Travis Jergens
11/9 - Kira Clouser
11/12 - Jason Runyan
11/15 - Laurie Hoifeldt
11/19 - Rosemary Nelson
11/21 - John Casper McClelland, Dakota Lowe
11/22 - Pauline Miller, Alexa Warwick
11/23 - Sam Houk
11/24 - Cassandra McMullen
11/28 - Caitlyn Hawkins
11/29 - Susan Minks

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
11/9 - Harlan & Kathryn Baker (72 years!)
11/19 - John & Carol Moran (42 years)
11/29 - Richard & Sharon Olson (44 years)

Small Group Activities This Month
The Edwards School
Backpack Program meets
every Thursday, September
through May, at 9am to fill
backpacks for kids in need.
For more information and
how you can help, contact
Mary Johnson at 515-2926226 or jsmjohnson36@msn.com

Friday Wine Down meets on
the last Friday of the month.
They share wine and conversation. If you are interested in
attending, please contact a
current member.

B.E.L.T., (Babes Eating
Lunch Together) a come-ifyou-can-lunch group for all
women at St. Andrew’s.
Questions? Contact Martha
Huinker or Betty Beard at
(515) 292-1888 or (515) 4512286. The next meeting is
November 21st at Perkins at
11:30am.

Women’s Circle meets at
St. Andrew’s on the second Thursday of each
month (September-May)
at 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall. Next meeting is
November 14th. Questions? Please contact Susan Teas at 515-4509226.

60+ Club (for those still
young at heart!) meets
all year round at 9:30am
on the second Tuesday
of each month at HyVee West (3800 Lincoln
Way).
See you on November
12th at 9:30am!
Questions?

Men’s Theological Book
Study
meets
Thursday
mornings before work at
West HyVee Market Café
from 7am - 8am. We have
breakfast & discuss the current study. All men are welcome. Studies scheduled for
this month are November 7,
14 and 21. 28th is Thanksgiving day.

Call Pat Fawcett at (515)
232-4428.

St. Andrew’s Book Club meets the 4th Thursday of
the month at Linda Hansen’s home. Next meeting is
November 21st at 6:30pm. Questions? Contact
Mary Johnson (515) 292-6226 or Sharon Prochnow
(515-291-3266).

Blessings Box
I am sure some of you are wondering about the Blessings Box on our front lawn. It works much like the book boxes you see around town. If you have extra personal items such as body soap, deodorant, toothpaste, toilet paper
etc. Please place in box and if you need something please help yourself. This box is intended for use by members
of both the St. Andrew’s community and our neighbors. Thank you for adding items to it.

Thanksgiving Eve Worship
Thanksgiving Eve worship will be held at 7pm on November 27th. We will be using Holden Evening Prayer for
worship and will have Pie fest afterwards in the fellowship hall, so please feel free to bring a pie to share.

2020 Budget Hearings
2020 Budget Hearings will be held in the Fellowship Hall on Nov.24 after worship and repeated Dec.8 during
the 9:30 am Adult Forum. Please plan to attend one or both to learn about next year's draft budget and share your
input.

Fall Schedule
9:30am: Sunday School/Adult Forum
10:30am: Worship
11:30am: Fellowship

Interim Pastor — Pastor Jeffery Alvestad - (515) 292-2131/(281)451-7861 pastorjeff@standrewsames.org Sunday-Thursday
Office Administrator — Heather Eddy - office@standrewsames.org (515) 292-2131 Hours: Monday-Friday, 9am -3:30pm
Choir Director— Steve Hoifeldt — shoifeldt@standrewsames.org
Organist — Sarah Buck — sarahbbuck@yahoo.com
Accompanist — Connie Sweeney — cmsweeney@mchsi.com
Youth Coordinators— Kaitlyn & Blythe Schultz - youthcoordinator@standrewsames.org
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Custodian— Gary Deal—gwdeal60@gmail.com/ 515-203-7018

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

7

6

7 am: Men’s Theological
Book Study
8am: On Their Own and
Ok - Extension Program
1pm: Audit Committee
6:15pm: Church Council
meeting

5

14

4

13

7 am: Men’s Theological
Book Study
9:30am: Women’s Circle
7pm: Faith Fellowship

7am: School & City Elections

12

6:30pm: Confirmation
and Youth Group
7pm: Choir Rehearsal

21

6:30pm: Confirmation
and Youth Group
7pm: Choir Rehearsal

11 VETERANS DAY
9:30am: 60+ at West
Ames HyVee

20

9:30am: Painting Group
5:30pm: TOPS meeting
7pm: Ames Choral Society

10
9am: Opioid Task Force
9:30am: Painting Group
9:30am: Fellowship Committee meeting
5:30pm: TOPS meeting
7pm - Tanzania & Pine
Ridge Ministry Team
Meeting
7pm: Ames Choral Society
19

3
Daylight Savings
Time Ends
9:30am: Sunday
School/Adult Forum
10:30am: Worship
11:30: Fellowship
11:30am: Education Committee meeting
11:30am: Property Team
meeting rm2
6:30pm: Good Company

9:30am: Sunday
School/Adult Forum
10:30am: Worship
11:30: Fellowship
11:30am: Worship & Arts
committee meeting
11:30am: Youth Committee
meeting
5pm: Good Company
18

7 am: Men’s Theological
Book Study
11:30am: BELT@ Perkins
6:15pm: Church Council
meeting
6:30pm: St. Andrew’s
Book Club

17

28

THANKSGIVING

27

6pm: Friends of International Women

26

OFFICE CLOSED
Putz Family Thanksgiving
7 am: Men’s Theological
Book Study

Newsletter Materials
Due
6:30pm: Confirmation
and Youth Group
7pm: Choir Rehearsal

25

7pm: Thanksgiving Eve
Holden Evening Prayer—
followed by Pie Fest

8am: Healthy Habits Extension Program
5:30pm: TOPS meeting
7pm: Ames Choral Society

24

5:30pm: TOPS meeting
7pm: Ames Choral Society

9:30am: Sunday
School/Adult Forum
10:30am: Worship
11:30: Fellowship
11:30am: Outreach Committee meeting
6:30pm: Good Company

9:30am: Sunday
School/Adult Forum
10:30am: Worship
11:30: Fellowship
11:30am: Social Concerns
Committee meeting

1

Friday

1:30pm: FA Spare
office MM

8

15

22

29

2

9

Saturday

Lutheran Church of
Hope - Meal from the
Heartland at The Link–
sign up online to help!

16

9am: PRMT Donation
Day at Colorado Junction

23

8am: Youth Baking Pies

4pm: Waukee Choir All
State Potluck

30
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St. Andrew’s News Brief
November 2019

Council and Committee Meetings
Pine Ridge Ministry Team - Nov. 11 at 7pm.
Youth Committee - Nov. 10 at 11:30am.
Council Meeting - Nov. 7 & 21 at 6:15pm.
Fellowship Committee - Nov. 11 at 9:30am.
Tanzania Ministry Team - Nov. 11 at 7pm.

Worship & Arts - Nov. 10 at 11:30am.
Education Committee – Nov. 3 at 11:30am.
Property Committee - Nov. 3 at 11:30am
Outreach Committee - Nov. 17 at 11:30am
Social Concerns Committee - Nov. 24 at 11:30am

Confirmation and High School Youth Group
Confirmation and Youth Group have started for fall! Wednesday nights starting at 6:30pm!
If you have questions, talk to Blythe & Kaitlyn Schultz. youthcoordinator@standrewsames.org

MICA Food Pantry
St. Andrew’s has generously supported the food pantry at MICA and the need is great among the hungry in
Ames and Story County. Just a reminder, the second Sunday of each month we highlight the needs of the
hungry in Ames and Story County. This month the emphasis is on restocking canned goods and dry goods at
the MICA pantry. Please bring donations to church and place them in the shopping carts in the narthex. As
always monetary donations are welcomed. Please bring them to MICA on SE 16th Street across from
Flummerfelt Mobile Home Park.

