Christ the King - 25th Sunday after Pentecost +++ November 22, 2020
We are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. In keeping with the life and teaching of Jesus
Christ, we joyfully and unconditionally welcome all people of any age, gender, race, culture, ability, sexual orientation or
gender identity into our community of faith and affirm the worth of all people as unique individuals made in God's image.
We are open to the special gifts that each person brings and invite each to participate in the life of our church.
On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. In the end, the
faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or
estranged. In the first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them
with justice. We gather this day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet we await
the consummation of all things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that
his reign may be known in our loving words and deeds.

GATHERING
PRELUDE: Brother James Air
Give Thanks
Sonata in G – Allegro, Adagio, Allegro (Oboe/Bassoon Duet)
Pilgrim’s Chorus

James L. Bain/arr. Daniel Kelley
Henry Smith/arr. Stan Pethel
J.B. Boismortier
Richard Wagner/arr. Floyd McCoy

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from generation
to generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our lives. We place our hope in
ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good
creation for our own benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. We sin in
thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that
we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.
Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, through
whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not
disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with
you.

KYRIE

HYMN OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we inherit the riches of your
grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to serve the world you have made,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

Because Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the Lord will assume the role of shepherd in Israel.
The Lord will also set over them a shepherd-messiah, “my servant David,” who will feed and care for the people.

Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 12As shepherds seek out their flocks
when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which
they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples and gather
them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the
watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights
of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the
mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord God. 16I
will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the
fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.
20
Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because
you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and
wide, 22I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep.
23
I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their
shepherd. 24And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, have
spoken.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
11

PSALM: Psalm 95:1-7a (the congregation reads responsively the bold print)
1
Come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
2
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the LORD with psalms.
3
For you, LORD, are a great God,
and a great ruler above all gods.
4
In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
the heights of the hills are also yours.
5
The sea is yours, for you made it,
and your hands have molded the dry land.
6
Come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the LORD our maker.
7a
For the LORD is our God,
and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand.
SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23

In this passage, God is praised for revealing ultimate divine power in raising Jesus from the dead. The resurrected, exalted Christ is
Lord of both the church and the entire universe, now and in the age to come.

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason 16I do not cease to
give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance
among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working
of his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right
15

hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is
named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the
head over all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-46
The Gospel according to the 25th Chapter of Matthew:
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is treated: what is done for the least of those who
belong to his family is truly done for him.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on
the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the
left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and
you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that
we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a
stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and
visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from
me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty
and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me
clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them,
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away
into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ
HOMILY

Jeffery Alvestad, Interim Pastor

HYMN OF THE DAY
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

C: And also with you.

As we share the peace today – and you do so in your home – You are invited you to contact a fellow member by phone, email or letter.
You can do that today or any time during the week. Pick someone from the church directory. We could email each other or call each
other during this time when we cannot meet. Then each week select another person to contact. Try to make it someone you don’t really
know and get acquainted with them. Always be sure to leave your address, email, and phone number on your message in case they do
not have a directory. Talk to people you know and get the names and addresses of those who might not have directories and try to
contact them. By the time we meet again we will have made many new friends.

OFFERING HYMN
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OFFERING PRAYER
MEAL

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us
today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
(At this time for those who choose, you may commune yourself or those worshipping with you by saying the words, “the
body of Christ, given for you.” And, “the blood of Christ, shed for you.”)

SENDING
BLESSING
Jesus said, "Blessed are the peacemakers.” Our culture seeks violence, vengeance and retaliation. As people of faith and
hope pursue peace. Be slow to anger, abounding in love. Be filled with gentleness, grace and kindness. Let the love of
Jesus flow through you to all you meet. Amen.

SENDING HYMN
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DISMISSAL
Christ is risen, just as he said. Go in peace. Remember the poor, the ill, those who care for them and those seeking a
vaccine for Covid-19. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

“Give Thanks”
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Henry Smith/arr. Phillip Keveren
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HYMN OF THE WEEK
When the Poor Ones

God’s justice cares for the weak and lost.

WEEKLY MILESTONES
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.
Sunday

Matthew 25:31-46

The sheep and goats

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Ezekiel 34:11-24
Ephesians 1:15-23
Psalm 100
Isaiah 1:16-20
Amos 5:10-15
Psalm 95:1-7a
Mark 13:24-37

God, the true shepherd
Paul’s prayer
All lands called to praise God
Justice is needed
Choose good, not evil
Worship and obey the Lord
When the Son of Man appears

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the
injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will
destroy. I will feed them with justice. Ezekiel 34:16 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING
A Prayer for the Week:
God of glory and might, we give thanks that you are our God and that we are the sheep in your
hand through Christ our Lord. (Psalm 95:7a)

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
 If you had all the power you could want, what would you want to do?
 What is wrong with the religious leaders in the Bible using their power for themselves?
 Why is it good news to know that God cares for the poor, the sick, and the hungry?

DEVOTIONS
Read: Matthew 25:31-46.
The God of the Bible is the God of justice but not just any kind of justice. God’s justice
recognizes the unfairness of power that abuses the weak. In Ezekiel 34 God has had enough of
Judah’s unjust shepherds, specifically, the kings who have not taken care of God’s sheep.
Therefore, God declares the sheep that are lost, strayed, injured, and weak will be cared for by
God’s power and the fat and the strong sheep—supposedly those well off at the expense of the
weak—will be destroyed (v. 16). That is the divine judgment Jesus presents in the parable of
the sheep and the goats. God’s will—Jesus’ will, as seen in the Son of Man in the parable—is to
provide for the needs of the hungry, thirsty, lonely, naked, or sick. The message is so strong
that when anyone has cared for these, they have cared for the Son of Man. The Gospel of
Matthew does not shy away from judgment that distinguishes the authentic from the
inauthentic life of those who follow Jesus. Matthew speaks against those who abuse their
powers, whether religious, social, political, or economic. This final Sunday in the church year
recognizes that all evil abuses will end one day and only God’s compassion will survive through
Christ, the true ruler of all things. How do you live as though Jesus, the Son of Man is with you
as you show care and help others in need?
Pray: Almighty God, help us to see you in our neighbors, especially those in need of care
through Jesus Christ, the one who is above all rule and authority. Amen.

SERVICE
Whether you live in an urban or rural setting, there are many in need. Donations of time and
money are appreciated by those in need and the organizations that help them. Think about
how you can help support these individuals or organizations.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, to you we make a joyful noise for all that you do, including your gift of this food for us
today. Amen. (Psalm 95:1)

A Blessing to Give:
May the God of power and might bless you with joy and peace.
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RITUALS AND TRADITIONS
Read Psalm 95:1-7a and circle or say the action words like “sing,” “make a joyful noise,” “bow
down,” and “kneel.” Reread the psalm out loud and act out the parts you highlighted.
Afterward, close with this blessing: May the Lord God rejoice at the sound of your joyful noise
and songs of praise.

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org

