FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT ~ November 27, 2022
Standing Tall, Falling Hard

Pastor Sonja Gerstenberger

Unconditional Love ~ Radical Hospitality ~ Selfless Generosity
Faithful Service ~ Compassionate Care ~ Meaningful Worship
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No Matter Where You Are on Life’s Journey, There Is a Place for You Here!
We are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. In keeping with the life and teaching of
Jesus Christ, we joyfully and unconditionally welcome all people of any age, gender identity, race, culture,
ability, or sexual orientation into our community of faith and affirm the worth of all people as unique
individuals made in God's image. We are open to the special gifts that each person brings and invite each to
participate in the life of our church.
❖ Welcome to worship. We are SO glad you are here. If this is your first time worshipping with us,
please reach out and let us know, either introduce yourself in the YouTube Livestream, to an usher, to
Pastor Sonja or by contacting the church office so we can answer any questions and connect with you.
There is a place for you here.
❖ Pass the Welcome Folder. Please take the folder on the end of our pew, fill out your information and
pass them down the pew.
❖ Offering. Offerings may be placed in the offering plate located on the table in the middle of the aisle
before or at any time during the worship service.
❖ Prayer Requests. Prayer slips are in the back of the Welcome Folder to fill out and drop in the basket
on the table by the offering plate. Prayer requests will be included during the intercessory prayers.
❖ Hearing Assisting Devices Available. Visit the Sound Booth before worship and request a device.

❖ Bathrooms. Down the hall, turn left toward the offices, and then take your first right. An allgender/family bathroom is available on the east side of Fellowship Hall (to the right as you enter from
the main door). A changing table is available in the all-gender/family bathroom and also in the nursery.
❖ We LOVE kids in worship! Should you need to step away, there is a nursery down the hall from the
restrooms with a changing table, toys, and comfy seating for parents.
❖ Bulletins can be recycled in the bins in the narthex with the Green Recycle Labels.

❖ Hymns with harmony lines are available in our hymnal (the red books in the shelves in each pew).
You are welcomed and encouraged to use the hymnals!
Helpful Hints for worship today:
● The instructions to sit or stand are invitations to do so as you are physically able.
● In the worship liturgy P = Presider, A = Assisting Minister, R = Reader, and C = Congregation.
The congregation responds/sings any time words are in bold print. The congregation is invited to
sing all Hymns.
______________________________________________________________________________________
PRELUDE
I Wonder as I Wander
Arr. John Jacob Niles

WELCOME

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
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ADVENT WREATH READING AND LIGHTING
The unbroken circle of greens is an image of ever- lasting life, a victory wreath, the crown of Christ, or the wheel of time
itself. Christians use the wreath as a sign that Christ reaches into our time to lead us to the light of everlasting life. The
four candles mark the progress of the four weeks of Advent and the growth of light Its evergreen branches lead the
household and the congregation to the evergreen Christmas tree

Advent Reader: Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near. You hold us in our waiting and keep us
awake to the world. You show up in our lives at unexpected times. Bless us as we light this candle to
keep vigil for your arrival. We trust that even though we do not know the day or the hour, you hurry to
gather all people to your peace.
C:
Amen.
Stand
ELW 240
vs. 1

CONFESSION OF FORGIVENESS
P:
C:

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things.
Amen.

P:

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and confess them to the one who
is merciful and just.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P:
C:

God of new beginnings,
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed from your paths. We
prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one another and your creation. Purify us with your
refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance,
and welcome your coming among us. Amen.

P:

People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. By water and the
Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been washed away.
Rejoice in the way of the Lord.
Amen.

C:
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GATHERING SONG

ELW 264

GREETING
P:
C:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.
And also with you.
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KYRIE

ELW 272 vs. 1&2

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:
C:

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the threatening
dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Sit
CHOIR ANTHEM

A Perfect Heart - Medley
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arr. Tom Fettke

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 12:20-25
R:

20and

Samuel said to the people, “Do not be afraid; you have done all this evil, yet do not turn aside
from following the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your heart, 21and do not turn aside after useless
things that cannot profit or save, for they are useless. 22For the Lord will not cast away his people, for
his great name’s sake, because it has pleased the Lord to make you a people for himself. 23Moreover as
for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord by ceasing to pray for you, and I will instruct
you in the good and the right way. 24Only fear the Lord and serve him faithfully with all your heart, for
consider what great things he has done for you. 25But if you still do wickedly, you shall be swept away,
both you and your king.”

R:
C:

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 122
A:
C:
A:
C:
A:
C:
A:
C:
A:

1

I was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the Lord.”
2
Now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
3
Jerusalem is built as a city
that is at unity with itself;
4
to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the Lord.
5
For there are the thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the house of David.
6
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
“May they prosper who love you.
7
Peace be within your walls
and quietness within your towers.
8
For the sake of my kindred and companions,
I pray for your prosperity.
9
Because of the house of the Lord our God,
I will seek to do you good.”

CHILDREN’S SERMON

Pastor Sonja Gerstenberger

Stand
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

ELW 279 vs. 1&3

GOSPEL: Matthew 22:41-46
P:
C:

The Gospel according to the 22nd Chapter of Matthew:
Glory to you, O Lord.

P:

41Now

while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: 42“What do you
think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” 43He said to them,
“How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying,
44‘The

Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet”’?

45“If

David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” 46No one was able to give him an answer, nor
from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.
P:
C:

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit
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SERMON

Pastor Sonja Gerstenberger

Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW 251

Sit
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BAPTISM: KYLEE KAY WITTE
PRESENTATION (P: Pastor, S: Sponsor, Ps: Parents C: Congregation)
P:

S:

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament of
baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus
Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy
Spirit, and joined in God’s mission for the life of the world.
I present Kylee Kay Witte for Baptism

P:

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have Kylee baptized
into Christ? Ps:
We do.

P:

As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live with her among God’s faithful people,
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach her the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in her hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture her in faith and prayer,
so that Kylee may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.
Do you promise to help Kylee grow in the Christian faith and life?
We do.

Ps:
P:

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Kylee in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God’s Spirit,
and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church?
S:
I do.

P:
C:

People of God, do you promise to support Kylee and pray for her in her new life in Christ?
We do.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
P:

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. Do you
renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that rebel against God, and
the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Ps/S: We renounce them.

P:
All:

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

P:
All:

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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P:
All:

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
P:
All:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P:
All:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P:

Blessed are you, holy God. You are the creator of the waters of the earth. You are the fire of rebirth.
You poured out your Spirit on your people Israel. You breathe life into our dry bones. Your Son Jesus
promised to send the Spirit to us that the world may know your peace and truth. Pour out your Holy
Spirit, and breathe new life into those who are here baptized. By your Spirit adopt us all as your
children, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.

All:

BAPTISM
P:
All:

Kylee Witte, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

All:

You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia.

P:

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your children
new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. Sustain Kylee with the gift of your Holy
Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge
and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
All: Amen.

P:

Kylee, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ
forever.
Amen.

All:

WELCOME
P:
C:
P:

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in
heaven. Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in giving thanks
and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world.
Please join me in celebrating with applause!
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A:
C:

God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE
P:
C:

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
At this time, we also offer a portion of what God has first given us for God’s work in the world
through the ministries of St. Andrew’s and its national and global partners. You may place offerings
in the offering plate located on the table in the aisle. You can also give online
at www.standrewsames.org by selecting Give Online (or use this QR code). Thank you for your
continued generous support of the ministries in and through St. Andrew's Lutheran Church.
OFFERTORY
OFFERING PRAYER
A:
C:

Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. Receive these
simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in need
of your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Stand
GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE
P:
C:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P:
C:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P:
C:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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PREFACE
P:

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy….
…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
C:

ELW 270
vs.1&3

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.
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In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
P:
C:

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as
in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Sit
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

All are welcome at Jesus’ table. Those worshiping in person are invited to come down the center aisle, to the front,
receive the bread, and step to the side to receive red wine or white grape juice from the assistants. Gluten-free wafers are
available in the glass bowl on the table in the front. Please take one and bring it with you. If you prefer not to come
forward, prepackaged communion elements are available from the ushers.

P:
C:

Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you.

ELW 269
vs. 1&2

TABLE BLESSING
P:
C:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A:

C:

Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the body and
blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen
us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior
and Lord.
Amen.
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SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please email or speak with the presiding pastor before worship each week if you would like to make an
announcement at this time.
Stand
BLESSING
P:
C:

God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit,
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG

ELW 287

DISMISSAL
A:
C:

Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Oh How Shall I Receive Thee
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Piet Post

Office Open: Monday – Thursday 9 am – 3:30 pm, Friday, 9 am – 12 pm
Pastor – Rev. Sonja Gerstenberger – pastorsonja@standrewsames.org
515-292-2131 or 515-554-4348 / Pastor Sonja’s day off is Friday.
Office Administrator – Miriam Moreno – office@standrewsames.org / (515) 292-2131
Events & Communications Manager – Miriam Moreno – miriam@standrewsames.org / 515-451-1478
Choir Director – Steve Hoifeldt – shoifeldt@standrewsames.org
Organist – Sarah Buck – sarahbbuck@yahoo.com
Accompanist – Connie Sweeney – cmsweeney.mus@gmail.com
209 Colorado Avenue
Ames, IA 50014
office@standrewsames.org - 515-292-2131 - www.standrewsames.org
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