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THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT ~ November 28, 2021 

 

Pastor Sonja Gerstenberger 

 

No Matter Where You Are on Life’s Journey, You Are Welcome Here! 

We are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. In keeping with the life and teaching of 
Jesus Christ, we joyfully and unconditionally welcome all people of any age, gender identity, race, culture, 
ability, or sexual orientation into our community of faith and affirm the worth of all people as unique 
individuals made in God's image. We are open to the special gifts that each person brings and invite each to 
participate in the life of our church. 

 

PRELUDE MUSIC 

Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending                                                                                                Forrest Hill 

 

 
WELCOME 

 
❖ Welcome to worship. We are SO glad you are here. If this is your first time worshipping with us, please reach out 

and let us know, either introduce yourself in the YouTube Livestream, to an usher, to Pastor Sonja or by contacting the 
church office so we can answer any questions and connect with you.  There is a place for you here. 

 
❖ Submit your Prayer Requests. There are prayer slips in the seats you may fill out and drop in the basket during 

communion for anything you wish to ask for prayers from the community here during this time. These will be read 
aloud at the end of the service. 

 
 YOU are invited for coffee, snacks, & fellowship after worship in the Fellowship Hall. 

 
 Service & Learning is at 9am.  Breakfast, all ages learning and growing together with God. All are welcome! 
 
❖ Bathrooms – Down the hall, turn left toward the offices and then take your first right. 
 
❖ If you’d like to join CHOIR – Choir rehearsals are Wednesday nights from 7-9pm.  We welcome all voices! 
 
❖ We LOVE kids in worship! Should you need to step away, a Nursery is available down the hall from the bathrooms. 
 
❖ Covid Precautions – Due to infection rates in Story County, CDC guidance, masks and social distancing are required 

during worship. During fellowship hour we request that people stay masked unless seated at their tables eating. 
 
❖ Bulletins can be recycled in the bins in the narthex with the Green Recycle Labels. Please do not place anything other 

than paper in these bins. 
 

❖ The instructions to sit or stand are invitations to do so as you are physically able.  
 
❖ In the worship liturgy P = Presider, A = Assisting Minister, R = Reader, and C = Congregation. The congregation is 

invited to respond/sing any time words are in bold print. The congregation is invited to sing all Hymns. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

P: Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons of war into implements of 
planting and harvest and to teach us your way of peace; you promise that our night of sin is far gone and 
that your day of salvation is dawning. 
 
As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake us from our sleep, wrap us in your light, empower us to 
live honorably, and guide us along your path of peace. 
 

P: O house of Jacob, come, 
C: Let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 

GATHERING 

 

Stand 

 

P: “Patience is a virtue,” we hear it said. 
C: But the wait is long; we cannot see the end. 
P: “Rome wasn’t built in just a day.” 
C: We rest in the Lord, and wait patiently. 
P: “Patience is also a form of action.” 
C: So we run with endurance the race set before us. 
P: “How poor are they that have not patience!” 
C: We are rich in our hope of the promised Messiah. 

Come, Lord Jesus! 
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GATHERING HYMN                                                                                                                                              ELW 257 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who alone does wonders, 
who lifts up the lowly, 
who fills the hungry with good things. 
 

C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P: God for whom we wait, 
 
C: in the presence of one another, 

we confess our sin before you. 
We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
We find our sense of self in material wealth. 
We fear those different from ourselves. 
We forget that we are your children 
and turn away from your love. 
Forgive us, Blessed One, 
and assure us again of your saving grace. 
Amen. 
 

P: God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
☩ your sins are forgiven. 
You are children of the Most High, 
inheritors of the eternal promise, 
and recipients of divine mercy. 
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 

 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
GREETING 
 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 
 
C:  And also with you. 
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KYRIE              ELW 272 vss. 1&2 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P:   O God for whom we long, we thank you for the gift of patience. 

Grant peace in our hearts as we wait with hope, that we may sing with Simeon: 
 

C: My eyes have seen your salvation, a light to reveal you to the nations 
and the glory of your people Israel. 
 

P: We pray in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, your gift to all the world. 
 
C:  Amen. 
 
Sit 
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CHOIR ANTHEM                                                Advent Kyrie                                                    David Lantz III 
 
 
 

WORD 

FIRST READING:  Jeremiah 33:14-16 
 
R:  A reading from Jeremiah the 33rd chapter: 
 

14The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring 
up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be 
saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is 
our righteousness.”   

 
R:  The word of the Lord.    
 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM:  Psalm 25:1-10  

 (Read responsively, congregation – bold/even verses, assisting minister - odd verses.)  
  

       1To you, O LORD, 
  I lift up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
 4Show me your ways, O LORD, 
  and teach me your paths.  
 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, 
  for they are from everlasting.  
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 
 8You are gracious and upright, O LORD; 
  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
 9You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way. 
 10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.  
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SECOND READING:    1Thessalonians 3:9-13 
 
R:  A reading from First Thessalonians, the 3rd chapter. 
 

9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of 
you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is 
lacking in your faith. 
  11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12And may the 
Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for 
you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and 
Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

 
R:  The word of the Lord.   
 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                   ELW 279 VSS. 1 & 3 
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GOSPEL:  Luke 21:25-36 
 
P:  The Gospel according to the 21st Chapter of Luke: 
 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among 
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear and foreboding 
of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see 
‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take 
place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
  29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they sprout leaves 
you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass 
away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. 
  34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the 
worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon 
all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the 
strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

 
P:  The gospel of the Lord.   
 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Sit 
 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON          Pastor Sonja Gerstenberger 
 
 
SERMON             Pastor Sonja Gerstenberger   

Stand 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                                                        ELW 244 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
 A:   For this time of waiting and watching for the coming of our Savior, 
 
C: we give you thanks, O Lord. 
 
A: When the Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words, 
 
C: we cry to you, O Lord. 
 
A: For the hope that shines through the darkest night, 
 
C: we turn to you, O Lord. 
 
A: For the gift of friends and family who walk with us through life, 
 
C: we praise your name, O Lord. 
 
Here other prayers may be offered. 
 
A: Gather us all under the promise of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
 
C: Amen 
 
 
WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE  
 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always.            
 
C:  And also with you.  
 
Sit 
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OFFERING 
 
At this time, we offer a portion of what God has first given us for God’s work in 
the world through the ministries of St. Andrew’s and its national and global 
partners through the ELCA. You can give online at www.standrewsames.org by 
selecting Give Online (also QR code). Thank you for your continued generous 
support of the ministries in and through St. Andrew's Lutheran Church. 

 

OFFERTORY                                Interlude on “Divinum Mysterium”                                    Gilbert M. Martin 

 

Stand 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A:  God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of all your 
people.  Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our 
pathway and our peace. 

 
C: Amen. 

 
 

MEAL 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 
Presiding Minister (Congregation sings the lines in bold): 

 
 
 

http://www.standrewsames.org/
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P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE          ELW 270 vss. 1 & 3 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
P:  Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  

P: With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 

C:  Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
P: All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
C: Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those  
who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen 

Sit 
 
HYMN           ELW 269 vss. 1&2 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Livestream: At this time for those who choose, you may commune yourself or those worshipping with 
you by saying the words, “the body of Christ, given for you.”  And, “the blood of Christ, shed for you.” 
 
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Those worshipping in person are invited to come down the center 
aisle, to the front, receive the bread and step to the side to receive red wine or white grape juice from 
the assistants. Gluten-free wafers are available in the glass bowl on the table in the front. Please take 
one and bring it with you. If you prefer not to come forward, prepackaged communion elements are 
available from the ushers. 

 
P:  Come to Christ’s banquet.  Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
C: 
 

 
 
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
A:  Most High God, 

you have come among us at this table. 
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 

 
C:  Amen. 
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SENDING 
 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Please email or speak with the presiding pastor before worship each week if you would like to make an 
announcement at this time.  
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
There are prayer slips in the seats you may fill out and drop in the basket during communion for anything you 
wish to ask for prayers from the community here during this time. 
 
Stand 
 
 
BLESSING 
 
P:   The peace of God accompany your waiting, 

the light of Christ warm your hearts, 
and the joy of the Spirit fill you with hope. 
 

C:  Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                                             ELW 259 

 

DISMISSAL 

 
A:  Go in peace. Christ is coming soon. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
                
POSTLUDE                                How Brightly Shines the Morning Star                                              J.S. Bach 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com.   Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
Advent Devotional Beginning Wednesday, Dec. 1 - Pick Your Devotional Up This Weekend 
As we journey through the season of Advent, let's journey together through a four-week Advent Study, either around the 
table with your household or Wednesday evenings from 6-6:30 
p.m. in Fellowship Hall (with an option to join via Zoom). 
 
Advent Study books and an Advent Calendar are available to pick up on the table in the 
Narthex. Take as many Advent Study books as members in your household and one Advent calendar per household. The 
Advent Calendars have a window to open with a special prayer to say each week. These resources are generously 
provided by the ELCA World Hunger. In the dark nights of winter in the northern hemisphere, we watch. We wait. We 
joyfully anticipate the celebrating of Christ’s birth each year, even as we wait for Jesus to come again, bringing in the 
dawn of the fullness of God’s goodness and reconciliation of all things.  
 
 
Free Advent Event for the Community December 12, 12-:30 pm 
Plan to partake in our free, community-wide Advent Event on Dec. 12 from noon to 1:30 pm. We will have hot cocoa, 
coffee, Christmas cookies to decorate, crafts, and a photo opportunity with Santa. This is a free event and is open to 
all. Tell your friends and family. We look forward to having fun together with our neighbors. Outreach will be canvassing 
the neighborhoods around St. Andrews again with door hangers to invite all to join in this fun and festive event together – 
Contact Stephen Loucks (sloucks625@gmail.com) if you would like to help distribute some of the 500 bags. 
 
 
A Message from the Covid Task Force 
Jesus tells us that we are to "love our neighbor as (we love) ourselves."  As we continue to care for each other in the 
community, and as case numbers continue to rise in Story County, your Covid Team met this week to review SALC 
worship and meeting protocols. 
 
Recognizing that we are all experiencing some degree of mask fatigue, the rising numbers of infections in our county 
mean we must continue to wear them when we meet together in the church.  It is simply the best way to protect ourselves 
and our neighbors.  Immunity from vaccinations and having the virus decreases over time - we're still learning that neither 
protects us completely, even though being vaccinated greatly reduces the risk of serious illness or hospitalization. 
 
The team encourages the faith community to: 
1.  Get vaccinated, and get your booster. 
2.  Stay at home if you're not well. 
3.  Continue to wear a mask in public, being sure to cover your nose and mouth. 
4.  Continue to social distance. 
 
The policy for outside group use of the building was updated to allow for 100 in the sanctuary, in addition to the group 
participating up front. 
 
Peace, 
Covid Team:  Pauline Miller, Mary Johnson, John Kovar, Laurie & Steve Hoifeldt, Pastor Sonja 
 
 
Open Call for Nominations: Council Opening for 2022 
Council will have an opening for one new member for 2022 and is accepting nominations through December 15. Please 
consider if you or someone you know has the gifts, time, and vision to dedicate to the leadership of St. Andrew's Lutheran 
Church. Council members must be members of St. Andrew's. If you have questions about Council leadership, or to submit 
nominations, contact Council President Dave Putz (david.putz@gmail.com) 
 

mailto:sloucks625@gmail.com
mailto:david.putz@gmail.com
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Edwards School Needs Snacks 
St. Andrew’s partners with Edward’s Elementary to provide treats for classroom birthdays. You can bring snacks for 
Edwards School to St. Andrew’s between 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. weekdays to drop off or on Sundays before/after worship on 
the table just inside the entrance of Fellowship Hall. The kids at Edwards Elementary thank you! 
 
Happy Anniversary to 
Scott & Pastor Sonja Gerstenberger (November 3rd), John & Carol Moran (November 19th), Richard & Sharon Olson 
(November 29th) 
  
Happy November Birthday to 
Gayle Osterberg (2nd), Sharon Anderson (3rd), McKenzie Geisinger (3rd), Ruth Shreve (4th), Kira Clouser (9th), Laurie 
Hoifeldt (15th), Rosemary Nelson (19th), Pauline Miller (22nd) 
 

Worship Assistants This Week (11/28/2021) 
Assisting Minister – Mary Johnson 
Reader – Margaret Sherve 
Greeters – Laurie Evans 
Ushers – John & Carol Moran 
Communion Setup –John & Carol Moran 
Communion Servers-  
Tech – Kris Parsons 
Fellowship – Pine Ridge and Tanzania teams 
 
Worship Assistants Next Week (12/5/21)  
Assisting Minister –  
Reader – Jennie LeGates 
Greeters –  
Ushers –  
Communion Setup –Paul & Cheryl White 
Communion Servers-  
Tech –  
Fellowship – Fellowship Committee 
 
 
~PRAYERS~ 

Troy Eagen (Sharon Anderson’s son-in-law), John Litzel, Libby Litzel Gull, Mark Ekeren (brother of Sarah Buck), 
Jane Ellis, Wayne Thompson (brain tumor), Marilyn Saunders (Gene Pollmann’s sister), Alice Becher (Stephen 
Loucks' mother), Marjorie Allison, Gene Takle, Lou Jordan (Dagmar Frank's cousin), Nancy Owen (Carol Putz's 
cousin, battling cancer), Roxanne Labandz (niece of Alice Thompson), Pat Fawcett, Kolleen Tweed Sogard (daughter 
of Violet & Maynard Tweed), Robert Pollmann (Gene Pollmann’s brother), Stuart (cousin of Dagmar Frank), Forrest 
& Joan Dubberke, Diane (Carol Putz’s sister w/long COVID), Mary Martins (going through chemo), Lester & Alycia 
Carlsborg, Ben Buck, the family of Harlan Baker. 
 
For all those suffering from loneliness and grief, addiction and illness-both mental and physical, poverty and need, war 
and strife; we pray to the Lord to bless them and give them peace. 
 
We continue to pray for the health and needs of the people in the Ames Community, the Pine Ridge Reservation, and the 
Hedaru Parish in Tanzania, and all communities throughout the world. 
 
Please send any announcements, prayers, or updates to the office at  
office@standrewsames.org or call 515-292-2131. 
 
 

mailto:office@standrewsames.org

