The First Sunday of Advent +++ November 29, 2020
We are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. In keeping with the life and
teaching of Jesus Christ, we joyfully and unconditionally welcome all people of any age, gender, race,
culture, ability, sexual orientation or gender identity into our community of faith and affirm the worth of
all people as unique individuals made in God's image. We are open to the special gifts that each person
brings and invite each to participate in the life of our church.
Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become familiar to us in the Advent
prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens open. Both cry out for an apparently distant, angry God to
show up, to save, to restore. When we hear Jesus describing the coming of the Son of Man with stars
falling from heaven, it can sound dire and horrible, not like anything we would ever hope for. But when
we really look at the suffering of people God loves, we can share the hope that God would tear open the
heavens and come.

GATHERING
PRELUDE: Little Lordeen
O Lord, How Shall I Meet Thee
Come Thou Precious Ransom, Come
I Wonder as I Wander
Partita For Advent
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John Jacob Niles
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WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH
LIGHT ONE CANDLE TO WATCH FOR MESSIAH vs.1
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CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness endures
from generation to generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our lives. We place
our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as
you have welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your
love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.
Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through ☩ Christ
Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
ALL EARTH IS HOPEFUL
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the threatening
dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for you live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
WORD
FIRST READING: Isaiah 64:1-9

This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. The visions of a rebuilt Jerusalem and a
renewed people of God, spoken of in Isaiah 40–55, have not been realized. Instead, the people experience ruin,
conflict, and famine. This lament calls God to account—to be the God who has brought deliverance in the past.

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down,
so that the mountains would quake at your presence—
2
as when fire kindles brushwood
and the fire causes water to boil—
to make your name known to your adversaries,
so that the nations might tremble at your presence!
3
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.
4
From ages past no one has heard,
no ear has perceived,
no eye has seen any God besides you,
who works for those who wait for him.
5
You meet those who gladly do right,
those who remember you in your ways.
But you were angry, and we sinned;
because you hid yourself we transgressed.
6
We have all become like one who is unclean,
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.
We all fade like a leaf,
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
7
There is no one who calls on your name,
or attempts to take hold of you;
for you have hidden your face from us,
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.
8
Yet, O Lord, you are our Father;
we are the clay, and you are our potter;
we are all the work of your hand.
9
Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord,
and do not remember iniquity forever.
Now consider, we are all your people.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
1

PSALM: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (the congregation reads responsively the bold print)
1
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
2
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,

stir up your strength and come to help us.
Restore us, O God;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
4
O LORD God of hosts,
how long will your anger fume when your people pray?
5
You have fed them with the bread of tears;
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
6
You have made us the derision of our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
7
Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
17
Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,
the one you have made so strong for yourself.
18
And so will we never turn away from you;
give us life, that we may call upon your name.
19
Restore us, O LORD God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
3

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9

As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, Paul reminds them how the Lord has already enriched them
through spiritual gifts and will continue to strengthen them until the coming day of the Lord.

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
4
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ
Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—6just as
the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual
gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that
you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were called into
the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
3

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Mark 13:24-37
The Gospel according to the 13th Chapter of Mark:
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns in power and glory to end all suffering.

[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering,
the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light,
25
and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
26
Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27Then he will send
out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of
heaven.
28
“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves,
you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is
near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have
taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
32
“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the
Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a
journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the
doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you
asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ
HOMILY

Jeffery Alvestad, Interim Pastor

HYMN OF THE DAY
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

C: And also with you.

As we share the peace today – and you do so in your home – You are invited you to contact a fellow member by
phone, email or letter. You can do that today or any time during the week. Pick someone from the church directory.
We could email each other or call each other during this time when we cannot meet. Then each week select
another person to contact. Try to make it someone you don’t really know and get acquainted with them. Always be
sure to leave your address, email, and phone number on your message in case they do not have a directory. Talk to
people you know and get the names and addresses of those who might not have directories and try to contact them.
By the time we meet again we will have made many new friends.

OFFERING HYMN VSS 1 & 3
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OFFERING PRAYER
MEAL

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it
to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
(At this time for those who choose, you may commune yourself or those worshipping with you by saying
the words, “the body of Christ, given for you.” And, “the blood of Christ, shed for you.”)
SENDING
BLESSING
Jesus said, "Blessed are the peacemakers.” Our culture seeks violence, vengeance and retaliation. As
people of faith and hope pursue peace. Be slow to anger, abounding in love. Be filled with gentleness,
grace and kindness. Let the love of Jesus flow through you to all you meet. Amen.

SENDING HYMN
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DISMISSAL
Christ is risen, just as he said. Go in peace. Remember the poor, the ill, those who care for them and
those seeking a vaccine for Covid-19. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

“From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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NOVEMBER 26, 2020
THANKSGIVING DAY

HYMN FOR THANKSGIVING
DAY
Oh, Sing to God Above

THANKSGIVING DAY MILESTONES

God loves a cheerful giver.

Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

THANKSGIVING DAY BIBLE READINGS

CARING CONVERSATIONS

Take time to read and reflect on these Bible passages as part of your
Thanksgiving Day celebrations.

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
 Name or think about something for which you are thankful. Explain.
 Give an example or think about when you have been a cheerful giver.
 How does practicing generosity impact your life?

Thursday

Deuteronomy 8:7-18
Psalm 65
2 Corinthians 9:6-15
Luke 17:11-19

The Lord takes care of you
Thanksgiving for creation
Generous giving
The ten lepers

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THANKSGIVING DAY
Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
2 Corinthians 9:7 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING
A Prayer for Thanksgiving Day:
Gracious God, we thank you for your love and bringing us healing, hope, and joy through Christ
Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, we thank you that you water the earth, provide grain for food, and place before us the
fruit of the earth for this meal today. Amen. (Psalm 65:9)

A Blessing to Give:
May God bless you with a generous and thankful heart now and always.
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DEVOTIONS
Read: Luke 17:11-19.
There is a difference between what one wants to do and what one needs to do. Jesus tells the
healed lepers that they need to go to the priests to confirm their healing, and they do.
However, only one leper is compelled by an inner desire to return to Jesus and offer thanks.
Although all ten are healed, Jesus says to the Samaritan, the outsider who desires to give
thanks, “your faith has made you well” (v. 19). These are the same words used by Jesus in
other stories in Luke, including the woman at his anointing (7:50), the hemorrhaging woman
(8:48), and the blind beggar (18:42). In Luke 7:50 the phrase is translated, “Your faith has saved
you.” The same Greek words can be translated as “saved you” or “made you well.” Health and
salvation belong together. A thankful heart belongs to both health and salvation. How is your
health strengthened by a thankful heart? How is your faith strengthened by thanksgiving? By
cheerfulness?
Pray: God of glory, we thank you for your generosity that blesses us with health and
salvation, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SERVICE
Giving with a thankful heart blesses both the giver and the receiver of one’s generosity.
Practice generosity this week and think or talk about how it blesses you as well as those who
are the recipients of your care.

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS
The first Thanksgiving was held in the early 1600’s by Puritans and Pilgrims immigrating from
England to America. President George Washington proclaimed the first nationwide celebration
in November of 1789 "as a day of public thanksgiving and prayer, to be observed by
acknowledging with grateful hearts the many and signal favors of Almighty God." Invite each
person at your table to name something they are thankful for and then after each person has
shared, conclude with: Thanks be to God for the Lord’s indescribable gifts! Amen.

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org

