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Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the giving of the law on Mount Sinai fifty 
days after Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as God’s presence within and among us. In Acts 
the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and flame, bringing God’s presence to all people. Paul reminds us that though we each 
have different capacities, we are unified in the Spirit that equips us with these gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on his 
disciples, empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too are given the breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out 
to proclaim God’s redeeming love to all the world. 

 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE    Come, Holy Ghost, Our Lord and God                          J.S. Bach/Dietrich Buxtehude   
   Come, Thou Holy Spirit                                                          Samuel Webbe 

We Now Implore God the Holy Ghost                                  Samuel Scheidt 
O Father, Son and Holy Ghost                                                     Johann Kittel 
Spirit of Gentleness                                                                   James Manley 
Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord                                            Andreas Armsdorf 
Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest                                                                  Paul Manz 
Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart                                                  Michael Wise 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As your 
pastor, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

  



GATHERING  HYMN                                    ELW 405 

 

 
 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with 
you. 
  



CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
 

 

 
 



PRAYER of the DAY 
O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of 
that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your 
Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

WORD 

FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21 
Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day after Passover. Luke portrays the Holy Spirit being 
poured out upon the disciples before the gathered and astonished people assembled in Jerusalem for the festival. Filled 
with the Spirit, the disciples were able to witness to the power of Christ’s resurrection. 
1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2And suddenly from heaven there 
came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as 
of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
  5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd 
gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and 
astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our 
own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were 
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled 
with new wine.” 
  14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only 
nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
 and your young men shall see visions, 
  and your old men shall dream dreams. 
 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
   and they shall prophesy. 
 19And I will show portents in the heaven above 
  and signs on the earth below, 
   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
 20The sun shall be turned to darkness 
  and the moon to blood, 
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 
The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM:  Psalm 104:24-34, 35b   
 24How manifold are your works, O LORD! 
  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 
 25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to number, 
  living things both small and great. 
 26There go the ships to and fro, 
  and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it. 
 27All of them look to you 
  to give them their food in due season.  
 28You give it to them; they gather it; 
  you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 



 29When you hide your face, they are terrified; 
  when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust. 
 30You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; 
  and so you renew the face of the earth. 
 31May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 
  O LORD, rejoice in all your works.  
 32You look at the earth and it trembles; 
  you touch the mountains and they smoke. 
 33I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; 
  I will praise my God while I have my being. 
 34May these words of mine please God. 
  I will rejoice in the LORD. 
 35bBless the LORD, O my soul. 
  Hallelujah!  
 
SECOND READING:  1st Corinthians 12:3b-13 
Paul is helping the Corinthians understand the relationship between our God-given unity and Spirit-created diversity. The 
Spirit creates the unity of faith and gives all Christians diverse gifts for the common benefit of all. We need one another’s 
diverse spiritual gifts because the same Spirit has given them to each person for the common good. 
3bNo one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there 
are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all 
of them in everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8To one is given through the 
Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith 
by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, 
to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All 
these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.  12For just as 
the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 
13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink 
of one Spirit. 
The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
 
GOSPEL:  John 20:19-23 
The holy gospel according to the 17th Chapter of John  Glory to you, O Lord. 
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met 
were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, 
he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, 
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they 
are retained.” 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 



HOMILY ”I Can’t Breathe: Desperately Needing a New Normal”                  Rev. Jeffery Alvestad, Interim Pastor 

HYMN OF THE DAY                  ELW 400 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  was crucified, died, and was buried;  he descended to the dead.*  On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  the  forgiveness of sins,  the 
resurrection of the body,  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 

OFFERING HYMN                           ELW 399 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us 
today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you with hope, and turn your mourning into 

dancing. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
  



SENDING HYMN                                                                                                                                                        ELW 785 

 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Christ is risen, just as he said. Go in peace. Remember the poor, the ill, those who care for them and those seeking a 
cure.  Thanks be to God. 
       
POSTLUDE                         Sent Forth by God's Blessing                                                    arr. Dale Wood 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 
 



© 2019 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved. 

MAY 31, 2020 
PENTECOST SUNDAY 
 

Jesus sends out his disciples with the Holy Spirit. 

Sunday John 20:19-23 Jesus appears to his disciples 

Monday Acts 2:1-21 The coming of the Holy Spirit 

Tuesday 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 Spiritual gifts 

Wednesday Titus 3:1-8 Doing helpful deeds 

Thursday Genesis 2:4b-9 God creates a living being 

Friday 1 John 4:7-21 God is love 

Saturday Psalm 104:24-34, 35b God the creator 

Sunday Matthew 28:16-20 Sending of the disciples 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 
so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” John 20:21-22 (NRSV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Creator God, through the Holy Spirit you create a new people chosen to speak, forgive, and give 
peace in the name of Jesus. Come, Holy Spirit, help us to bless the world with your love. Amen.  
 

Mealtime Prayer: 
Gracious God, thank you for giving food to all you have created; open your hand and fill us with 
good things. Amen. (Psalm 104:27-28) 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May God bless you with gifts of the Spirit for the benefit of all. (1 Corinthians 12:7)  

  

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections: 

 What is something that worries you and gets in the way of enjoying life?  

 What would help you get over your worries? 

 How does the Holy Spirit strengthen you to overcome your fears and doubts so you can 
be a servant of God’s love to others? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read:  John 20:19-23. 
The disciples were fearful and huddled in a locked room. We all have our reasons to be fearful 
and want to hide away. Jesus knows this. He is about to send his followers out to change the 
world with the power to forgive sins so that people will believe in Jesus and “have life in his 
name” (20:31). It will take a God moment for this to happen by Jesus giving them peace and 
breathing on them so that his disciples will receive the Holy Spirit (v. 22). This moment is  
reminiscent of the creation story in Genesis 2 when God breathed into the dust to create a 
human being. Jesus breathing on his disciples is an act of God to create not just a new human 
being but a new people, those who will believe in Jesus and have life in his name. Life can be 
scary. We can be afraid to act. On the Day of Pentecost we remember the giving of the Holy 
Spirit and are reminded that we have been created into a new people who can act with mercy, 
peace, love, and faith. How has the Holy Spirit moved you to act? 
Pray:  Dear Jesus, breathe on us your holy breath that we may go forth into the world to 
share your peace and the power of forgiveness. Amen. 

SERVICE 
“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the 
same Lord” (1 Corinthians 12:4-5). God blesses us with the gifts of wisdom, knowledge, faith, 
and healing through the Spirit. Through our God-given gifts, we are called to serve others. 
What are your gifts? How do you use them to serve others?  

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
When we recite the Apostle’s Creed, we say, “I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church…”. With the coming of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, the holy catholic church 
with a small “c”—meaning the whole Christian church on earth—we are reminded of the gifts 
of faith we are given through the Spirit. We celebrate this day as the day the church received 
the Holy Spirit. Read or recite the Apostle’s Creed and talk about what it means to you. 

WEEKLY MILESTONES 
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life. 

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an  
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org 

MAY 31, 2020 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Like the Murmur of the 
Dove’s Song 


