
The 17th Sunday of Pentecost +++ September 27, 2020 
 

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of God. In the 
reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God offers repentance and 
new life. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting the interests of others above our 
own. Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world. 

 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE:   Thy Word                                       arr. Stan Pethel 
      As the Deer                                      arr. Stan Pethel 
      Just As I Am                           arr. Lori Line 
      Early American Hymn Tune       arr. Floyd McCoy 
      Lord, Grant Thy Blessing       arr. Floyd McCoy 
 

 
  
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from generation 
to generation. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.  Reconciling God, 
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our lives.  We place our hope in 
ourselves and rely on our own efforts.  We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.  We abuse your good 
creation for our own benefit.  We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us.  We sin in 
thought, word, and deed.  By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that 
we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
 
Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, through 
whom we have obtained grace upon grace.  Our sins are forgiven.  Let us live now in hope.  For hope does not 
disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 



GATHERING HYMN             ELW 770 

 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with 
you. 

 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome them, keep us from those 
things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

WORD 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents were and did, or who think they cannot reverse 
their own previous behavior. God insistently invites people to turn and live. 
1The word of the Lord came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The 
parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb 
shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is 
mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die. 
  25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that 
are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the 
iniquity that they have committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have 
committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28Because they considered and turned away from all 
the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, “The 
way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
  30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn 
from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you 
have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I 
have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live. 
The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM:  Psalm 25:1-9: (the congregation reads responsively the bold print) 
1To you, O LORD, 
  I lift up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
 4Show me your ways, O LORD, 
  and teach me your paths.  
 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, 
  for they are from everlasting. 
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 
 8You are gracious and upright, O LORD; 
  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
 9You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way.  
 
SECOND READING:    Philippians 2:1-13 
As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn that extols the selflessness of Christ in his 
obedient death on the cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the essential perspective we share as the foundation for Christian 
accord. 
1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and 
sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do 
nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look 
not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 



 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  8he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
  12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my 
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to 
will and to work for his good pleasure. 
The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 21:23-32 
The Gospel according to the 21st Chapter of Matthew: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His authority is questioned by the religious 
leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple. 
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, and 
said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also 
ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the 
baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the 
crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither 



will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard 
today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The father went to the second and said the 
same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” 
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of 
you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.” 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ 
 
HOMILY              "Actions Speak Louder Than Words"       Jeffery Alvestad, Interim Pastor   

 

HYMN OF THE DAY              ELW 607 

 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  was crucified, died, and was buried;  he descended to the dead.*  On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE  
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.            C: And also with you.  
As we share the peace today – and you do so in your home – You are invited you to contact a fellow member by phone, email or letter. 
You can do that today or any time during the week. Pick someone from the church directory. We could email each other or call each 
other during this time when we cannot meet. Then each week select another person to contact. Try to make it someone you don’t really 
know and get acquainted with them. Always be sure to leave your address, email, and phone number on your message in case they do 
not have a directory. Talk to people you know and get the names and addresses of those who might not have directories and try to 
contact them. By the time we meet again we will have made many new friends.  

 

OFFERING HYMN               ELW 466 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MEAL 

 
 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us 
today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
(At this time for those who choose, you may commune yourself or those worshipping with you by saying the words, “the 

body of Christ, given for you.”  And, “the blood of Christ, shed for you.”) 
 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
Jesus said, "Blessed are the peacemakers.”  Our culture seeks violence, vengeance and retaliation. As people of faith and 
hope pursue peace. Be slow to anger, abounding in love. Be filled with gentleness, grace and kindness. Let the love of 
Jesus flow through you to all you meet.  Amen. 
 
 

 

 

 

 



SENDING HYMN                  ELW 845 

 

DISMISSAL 
Christ is risen, just as he said. Go in peace. Remember the poor, the ill, those who care for them and those seeking a 
vaccine for Covid-19.  Thanks be to God. 
       
POSTLUDE                                                  “Where He Leads Me”       Todd Beaney 
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SEPTEMBER 27, 2020 
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER PENTECOST 

God directs our ways. 

Sunday Matthew 21:23-32 Parable of the two sons 

Monday Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 God’s ways are fair 

Tuesday Philippians 2:1-13 Christ shows us humility 

Wednesday Exodus 17:1-17 Water from the rock 

Thursday Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 What God has done 

Friday James 1:19-27 Hearing and doing God’s word  

Saturday Psalm 25:1-9 Prayer for guidance and help 

Sunday Matthew 21:33-46 Parable of the vineyard tenants 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

“[W]ork out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God 
who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good 
pleasure.” Philippians 2:12b-13 (NRSV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Dear God, teach us to know your ways and to do them with humility and compassion for all that 
you have created through Christ our Lord. Amen. (Psalm 25:4) 
 

Mealtime Prayer: 
Good and gracious God, we thank you for providing for our every need, including the gift of this 
food; we pray through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May God guide you in the way of truth and guard your life with steadfast love and faithfulness. 
(Psalm 25)  

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections: 

 Do you ask for help sometimes when making decisions? Why or why not?  

 Is there a time when you asked for God’s help in making a decision? If so, tell about it. 

 How does reading the Bible and having conversations with other believers help guide 
your life? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read:  Philippians 2:1-13. 
The Apostle Paul speaks to the church at Philippi and encourages the people to live with others 
with humility (vv. 3-4). He uses Christ as our model for this way of life as Christ Jesus took on 
our human existence and “humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death” (v. 8). 
With this as a guide, Paul exhorts believers to pursue the Christian life because it matters to 
others, to the world, and to God. Knowing how hard it is to live this life faithfully, he states, 
“work out our salvation in fear and trembling” (v. 12b). But this is not a fear that prevents us 
from acting. It is actually a sense of awe and reverence that frees us to live and act because 
God is with us, behind and in front of us in both our actions and our very desire to do the will 
of God (v. 13). It can be overwhelming to wonder how to live as a Christian. Paul encourages us 
to go forth with humility to love others and trust God. Think of a situation that is hard for you 
to know what you should do. When this happens, pray to God for wisdom and faith to act with 
love and humility. 
Pray:  God of justice and mercy, guide our days and our deeds in the peace of Christ. Amen. 

SERVICE 
In Philippians 2, Paul is asking us to imitate Jesus by being of the same mind and showing  
compassion, love, and humility to others. Showing interest in others by listening and praying 
for them is one way to be compassionate. Be mindful of listening closely to the conversations 
you have with others.  

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
Lifting our hands is one way to show praise to God. In the Old Testament there are people  
(like Leah and Moses) who lift their hands in praise to God. This is an ancient pose of prayer 
and a motion used to open a person to receiving God’s blessing. Lift your hands and pray daily 
this week: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. O my God, in you I trust. Amen. (Psalm 25:1-2a)  
 

WEEKLY MILESTONES 
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life. 

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an  
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org 

SEPTEMBER 27, 2020 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
We Are All One in 
Mission 
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