
 

 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY LITURGY for HEALING DURING a PANDEMIC 
 

Prelude                     A Lamb Bears All Its Guilt Away                  J.S. Bach 
   Before the Death of Jesus                                                       C.P.E. Bach 
   A Passion Meditation                              Lani Smith 
   Wondrous Love                   David N. Johnson 
 
Leader:    Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle against sin, death, and 
Evil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is the struggle to which we were called.   Our Lord 
Jesus healed many who were sick as a sign of the reign of God come near, and sent the disciples to continue this 
work of healing. Through prayer in Jesus’ name, the disciples witnessed to the power and presence of God. In the 
name of Christ, the great healer and reconciler of the world, we now entrust to God all who are in need of healing 
and hope during this season of heartbreak. We offer our prayers for all those afflicted, and especially for those 
we name out loud our silently in our hearts.   We commend them to the grace of Jesus Christ, that God may ease 
their suffering and grant them health and salvation. We trust that even during a time when for the sake of health 
wholeness and hope, we need to be distant from one another in our homes, that all the ground, every mile 
between us remains holy ground by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 
A brief reading from the 5th Chapter of James 
Leader:  7 Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop 
from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8 You also must be patient. 
Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9 Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that 
you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10 As an example of suffering and patience, 
beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 Indeed we call blessed those who showed 
endurance. You have heard of the endurance of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is 
compassionate and merciful.  12 Above all, my beloved, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any  
other oath, but let your “Yes” be yes and your “No” be no, so that you may not fall under condemnation. 13 Are 
any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. 14 Are any among 
you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in 
the name of the Lord. 15 The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who 
has committed sins will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so 
that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. 17 Elijah was a human being like 
us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 
18 Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest.    
  



 

 
 

 
 
HYMN         Where charity and love prevail                                                                                                       ELW 359 

 
 
A Brief Saying of Martin Luther  
When Martin Luther was dealing with The Black Death plague, he wrote these wise words that can help inform the way we approach things happening in 
our world right now… _ 

Leader:    “I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall fumigate, help purify the air, administer medicine 
and take it. I shall avoid places and persons where my presence is not needed in order not to become 
contaminated and thus perchance inflict and pollute others and so cause their death as a result of my negligence. 
If God should wish to take me, he will surely find me and I have done what he has expected of me and so I am not 
responsible for either my own death or the death of others. If my neighbor needs me however I shall not avoid 
place or person but will go freely as stated above. See this is such a God-fearing faith because it is neither brash 
no foolhardy and does not tempt God.” _ 
Luther’s Works Volume 43 pg 132 the letter “Whether one may flee from a Deadly Plague” written to Rev. Dr. John Hess.  

 
GREETING 
Leader:    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 



 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Leader:  Grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit signs of our life in faith may speak again to our hearts, feed 
our spirits, and refresh our bodies, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Hymn:       Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love                                                                                                           ELW 708 
 

 
 
Reading: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
In the bread and cup of the Lord’s supper, we experience intimate fellowship with Christ and with one another because it involves his body given for us and 
the new covenant in his blood. Faithful participation in this meal is a living proclamation of Christ’s death until he comes in the future. 

23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was 
betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for 
you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you 
eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
  



 

 
 

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19  (Read Responsively) 
 1I love the Lord, who has | heard my voice, 
  and listened to my | supplication, 
 2for the Lord has given | ear to me 
  whenev- | er I called. 
 12How shall I re- | pay the Lord 
  for all the good things God has | done for me? 
 13I will lift the cup | of salvation 
  and call on the name | of the Lord.   
 14I will fulfill my vows | to the Lord 
  in the presence of | all God’s people. 
 15Precious in your | sight, O Lord, 
  is the death | of your servants. 
 16O Lord, truly I | am your servant; 
  I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me | from my bonds. 
 17I will offer you the sacrifice | of thanksgiving 
  and call upon the name | of the Lord. 
 18I will fulfill my vows | to the Lord 
  in the presence of | all God’s people, 
 19in the courts of | the Lord‘s house, 
  in the midst of you, | O Jerusalem.  
 
Gospel: John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
The story of the last supper in John’s gospel recalls a remarkable event not mentioned elsewhere: Jesus performs the duty of a slave, washing the feet of his 
disciples and urging them to do the same for one other. 

1Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world and go to 
the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2The devil had already put it 
into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the Father 
had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, 4got up from the 
table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began to 
wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, 
who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am 
doing, but later you will understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, 
“Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my 
hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but 
is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him; for this 
reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
  12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do 
you know what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I 
am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I 
have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 16Very truly, I tell you, servants are not 
greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17If you know these things, 
you are blessed if you do them.” 
 
  31b“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in 
him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little 
longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot 
come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should 
love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”    
 
 



 

 
 

HOMILY     “Spare a Moment for Sorrow”                               Rev. Jeffery Alvestad, Interim Pastor 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   Healer of our Every Ill                                                                             ELW 612 
 

 
  



 

 
 

APOSTLE’S CREEED 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints,   
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  (Please respond to each petition, with the words, “Hear our Prayer!) 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil, For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR   Psalm 22 
 1My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
 Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning? 
 2O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; 
 and by night, but find no rest. 
 3Yet you are holy, 
 enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
 4In you our ancestors trusted; 
 they trusted, and you delivered them. 
 5To you they cried, and were saved; 
 in you they trusted, and were not put to shame. 
 6But I am a worm, and not human; 
 scorned by others, and despised by the people. 
 7All who see me mock at me; 
 they make mouths at me, they shake their heads; 
 8"Commit your cause to the LORD; let him deliver — 
 let him rescue the one in whom he delights!" 
 9Yet it was you who took me from the womb; 
 you kept me safe on my mother's breast. 
 10On you I was cast from my birth, 



 

 
 

 and since my mother bore me you have been my God. 
 11Do not be far from me, 
 for trouble is near 
 and there is no one to help. 
 12Many bulls encircle me, 
 strong bulls of Bashan surround me; 
 13they open wide their mouths at me, 
 like a ravening and roaring lion. 
 14I am poured out like water, 
 and all my bones are out of joint; 
 my heart is like wax; 
 it is melted within my breast; 
 15my mouth is dried up like a potsherd, 
 and my tongue sticks to my jaws; 
 you lay me in the dust of death. 
 16For dogs are all around me; 
 a company of evildoers encircles me. 
 My hands and feet have shriveled; 
 17I can count all my bones. 
 They stare and gloat over me; 
 18they divide my clothes among themselves, 
 and for my clothing they cast lots. 
 19But you, O LORD, do not be far away! 
 O my help, come quickly to my aid! 
 20Deliver my soul from the sword, 
 my life from the power of the dog! 
 21Save me from the mouth of the lion! 
 From the horns of the wild oxen you have rescued me. 
 22I will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters 
 in the midst of the congregation I will praise you: 
 23You who fear the LORD, praise him! 
 All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him; 
 stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! 
 24For he did not despise or abhor 
 the affliction of the afflicted; 
 he did not hide his face from me, 
 but heard when I cried to him. 
 25From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 
 my vows I will pay before those who fear him. 
 26The poor shall eat and be satisfied; 
 those who seek him shall praise the LORD. 
 May your hearts live forever! 
 27All the ends of the earth shall remember 
 and turn to the LORD; 
 and all the families of the nations 
 shall worship before him. 
 28For dominion belongs to the LORD, 
 and he rules over the nations. 
 29To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; 
8\ before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 



 

 
 

 and I shall live for him. 
 30Posterity will serve him; 
 future generations will be told about the LORD, 
 31and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
 saying that he has done it.  
 
All depart in silence. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Instead of purchasing flowers in the name of a loved one this Easter, the Worship and Arts Committee urges you 
to make a donation to our food pantries. You may send a check to St Andrews with “Food Pantries” in the memo 
line.  
 
Please invite your friends without an online faith community to our Good Friday service at 7:00 PM and Easter 
service at 10:30 AM.  They may link to services by going to our website:  www.standrewsames.org. 
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APRIL 9-11, 2020 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 
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HOLY SATURDAY 

APRIL 9-11, 2020 

HYMN FOR HOLY WEEK  
Go to Dark Gethsemane 

Jesus died that we may have eternal life. 

Thursday John 13:1-17, 31b-35 Jesus gives a new commandment 

Friday John 18:1–19:42 The suffering and death of Jesus 

Saturday Matthew 27:57-66 The burial of Jesus 

HOLY WEEK BIBLE READINGS 
 

Take time to read and reflect on these Bible passages as part of your  
Holy Week observances. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR HOLY WEEK 
 

Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward and 
asked them [the soldiers], “Whom are you looking for?” They answered, 
“Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus replied, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, 
was standing with them. When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they 
stepped back and fell to the ground. John 18:4-6 (NRSV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for Holy Week: 
Almighty God, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, you stretched out your arms in love for us. 
Through your suffering we are healed. Open our hearts to receive your love. Amen. 
 

Mealtime Prayer: 
Merciful God, through suffering and death you heal us. Through this food you restore us daily. 
Thank you, Lord Jesus. Amen. 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May the crucified Christ shine his face upon you and save you through his steadfast love.  
(Psalm 31:16)  

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections: 

 Describe feelings a person has when a pet or a loved one dies. 

 If you saw something dangerous happening, how would you respond? 

 Why was Jesus’ death at the hands of human powers necessary? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read:  John 18:1–19:42. 
Read the passage from the Bible or use a storybook Bible to tell the story of Jesus’ death. Jesus’ 
death was no accident. Jesus knew what was to happen to him, but the powerful nature of the 
event was in God’s hands, not human hands. When Jesus said “I am he,” that is, I am Jesus of 
Nazareth, the one the soldiers wanted to arrest, they—not Jesus—fell. It has always been hard 
for us to grasp that God in Christ suffered a painful and humiliating death, one reserved for the 
most despised by those in power. Yet, true power, the power to forgive and to give eternal life 
remains God’s greatest gift to humanity. Nothing stops God’s purposes for life, reconciliation, 
and eternal life. Jesus’ concern for the sacredness of daily life is even shown from the cross 
when he tells his mother that she will not be abandoned but be given one of the disciples 
(likely John) as a new son to care for her (John 19:26-27). What are some ways that God  
blesses your life today?   
Pray:  Holy and gracious God, we thank you for suffering and dying for us that we may  
receive eternal life through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

SERVICE 
Jesus gave his followers an example of how to live and how to love when he washed their feet 
before the last supper. This was the act of a servant. In what ways are you a servant?  

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
Light the six purple candles on the Lenten Candle Cross on Maundy Thursday. Tell the story 
about Jesus washing the feet of the disciples and the last supper in your own words. When you 
finish telling the story, blow each candle out and say this prayer: Dear Lord Jesus, help us to 
honor your commandment to love one another as you have loved us. We ask this in your 
precious name, amen. 

On Good Friday cover the Lenten Candle Cross with a black cloth and be silent for a moment. 

HOLY WEEK MILESTONES 
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life. 

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an  
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org 


